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"0 told you before it rok ts. pals te ion gs paſs ye might believe. + 
b * JESUS. 

- Babylon the Great is fallen, is fatlen! Come out. of her, my People, that ye be not pantakers 
of her fine, and that ye receive not of her plagurs. Tor her fins have reached unto heaven, 
and God hath remembered her iniguities, Therefore ſhall her — Tome 5 
death, and mourning, and famine. Rev. xviii. 2, 8. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


zL HISTORY no where informs us of any event fo ex- | 

traordinary as the late revolution in France. If vieu- 
ed on all fides, with its attending circumſtances, by an 8 
attentive and unprejudiced eye, it muſt ſurely excite the 
greateſt aſtoniſhment ; and thoſe who have been uſed to 
unite in their minds the providence of God with human 
occurrences, (whether they approve of this great change 
of things or not) cannot help inquiring, Is this from 
men, or is it from God? Js it one of thoſe commotions 
produced by the conflicting paſſions of men, thateriſe and 
fink, and are ſoon forgotten; or is it one of thoſe events 
which mark the great eras of time, and from which 
originate new orders of things V the latter, if 4 is un 
e the theme of art cat 


„ indicate that this will be a | fatal ' ftroke 1 
the papal uſurpations, and to the reign of deſpotiſm. Thoſe 
prophecies therefore, which direct our hopes to that inte- 
reſting period, when all antichriſtian tyrannies are to | 
periſh, deſerve, at this time, peculiar attention. But 
where ſhell we find a clue to guide us in our inquiries ? 
The author of the following thoughts confulted commen- 
tators the — 9 approved, on the prophecies of 

4 Daniel 


* 


0 ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Daniel m2 the Revelation of Fohn. He found, much 
to edify and to excite curioſity, but was full in the midſt 
of a wilderneſs. At length he was determined to commit 


himſelf to his own inveſtigations, and explore theſe regions 


of wonders, without placing implicit confidence in any 
guide. ' Circumſtances led him to conjecture, that tie 
beaſt which John ſaw coming up out of the earth was 
Lewis the Fourteenth, or the French tyranny, perfeted 
by him, and ſupported by his ſucceſſors; and that it bas 


this beaſt which flew the witneſſes. This is the clue 
which he has followed; and he thinks it is that by which 


| the mazes of theſe wonderſul viſions, at leaſt as far as 
they have been accompliſhed, may be trated with preci. 
ſion, and ſome things, which are yet to come, be conjefur- 


ed with great advantage. But without this to guide us, 
all * confuſion. 


A . Mes to the ſtudy of the prophecies, 
and an atlentive obſervation of the ſigns of the times, 
' have produced in my mind the ſtrongeſt perſuaſion, that 
the utter downfal of the papacy, the final overthrow of 
deſpotifm, the reſtoration of the Fews, and the renoua- 
tion of all things, are near at hand; and that every year 


will aſtoniſh us with new wonders. © As the days of 


Noe were, fo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man 
be. For as in the days that were before the flood, 


they were eating and drinking, and marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the 


ark, and knew not until the flood came and took them - 
all away, ſo ſhall alſo the coming. © of the Son of Man 
| EET e 


ADbVERTISEM ENT. ” +" al 


be.“ From this perſuaſion ariſes the ide gls, 
duty of calling the attention of mankind, with peculiar 
zarneſtneſs, to the things which belong to their peace. 
Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and found an alarm in 
my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land 

tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh, — it is nigh | 


at hand.” + 


I Jug what an author, who writes on ſubjefts like 
theſe, has to expect. But my heart tells me, that I pub- 
lit theſe thoughts with the pureſt intentions, and that my 
only aims are to ſerve the intereſts of Chriſtianity, to 
promote the welfare of my countrymen, and the common 
cauſe of humanity, by inviting men to conſider the ſigns 
of the times; that, as individuals and as à nation, we 
nay examine our ways, repent and reform; that thus 
the divine diſpleaſure may be. averted, and that conflitu- 
lion, which has ſecured to this empire ſo many bleſſings, 
lo which moſt other nations are ſtrangers, may be purified 
and ſtrengthened, and by theſe means be continued to our 
poſterity. I do therefore moſt feruently pray, that God 
may ſucceed this feeble — and "Op us, and all men, 
with peace. | 


Matt. xxiv. 37 29. | 1 Joel 11. 1. 
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PREVIOUS THOUGHTS. 


Tux kingdom which God was to ſet up under the Meſſiah, 
according to the prophets, was to be a kingdom of righteouſneſs, 
peace and joy. Unto us a Child is born—the government ſhall 
be upon his ſhoulder Of the increaſe of his government and peace 
there ſhall be ns end. —The wolf and the las wb ſhall feed together. 
He jhall ſpeak peace to the heathen, +* wid have long been the prey 
of deſtroyers, and of one another. If we contemplate the 
principles of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, they promiſe fair to 
produce the enjoyment of all that which the prophets predicted. 
But where is the effect? The annals of the Chriſtian world, as 
well as thoſe of the Pagan, diſcover to us little more than the 
hiſtory of ambition, ſuperſtition, and bloodſhed. The career 
of this kingdom began in piety towards God, and in love and 
peace to all mankind. But ſyſtems of error, ſuperſtition, and 
oppreſſion, ſoon interrupted its progreſs, and perverted its prin- 
ciples. Chriſtianity has been converted into a ſyſtem of com- 
merce, and thoſe called the miniſters of Chriſt, have been a 
corporation of traders, in the ſouls and liberties of mankind. 
Were I to attempt to define the character of Antichriſt, I 
ſhould ſay, I is all that which oppoſes itſelf to the kingdom of 
Chriſt, whether it flaw from the eccleſiaſtical or civil powers. I he 
civil conſtitutions of nations, as well as the eceleſiaſtieal, ſo far 
as they accord with or have a tendeney to promote that pride and 
that ambition which lead to oppreſſion, perſeeution, and war, 
are antichriſtian. Whatever in religion is deſtructive of union 
among Chriſtians, which leads to domination over conſcience, 
to hinder free enquiry after truth, or any way oppreſſes and per- 
ſecutes men for matters cognizable only by God; is antichriſ- 
tian. Wherever there is intolerance; wherever we find condi- 
tions of communion among Chriſtians impoſed, which Chriſt 
hath not clearly, enjoined.; wherever creeds and modes of --. 


1 . ix. Cant 5 Ixv. 25. Zach. ix. 12. : 
V ſhip 
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| ſhip a. are burnt by human power, and men are made to forfeit 


any of their civil rights, or are ſtigmatized on theſe accounts, 
there is that ſpirit which is not of God. Wherever one Chrif. 


tian, or ſe& of Chriſtians, aſſumes the ſeat of authority and 
judgment in the church of Chriſt ; whether they call for fire to 


deſtroy thoſe who diſſent from them, or only exclude them from 


their communion and affection, there is a portion of that ſpirit 
of Antichriſt which has ſo long oppoſed itfelf to the benign 


principles of the kingdom of the Prince of Peace; has been 
the cauſe of ſo many evils to humanity, and the occaſion of 
making the inconſiderate eſteem the amiable religion of Jeſus, 
as a ſource of miſchief inſtead of benevolence! Alas, he 
much of this ſpirit remains amongſt us all! How few have 
learned that + in Feſus Chrift circumcifion is nothing, and un- 


circumciſion is nothing, but the Keeping of the commandments of 


God. 


tice of Juſtice, the cultivation of e and the ene of 
happineſs. | | 
The queſtion is, When may we hope to ſee theſe prediction 
accompliſhed ? Long have a pious few had. their eyes fixed on 
the promiſes of God, with ardent expectation, and been crying, 
Hew long, O Lord, ere thou wilt avenge the blood of thy ſaints, and 
create Feruſalem a quiet dwelling place, and Zion the joy of all the 
\ earth ! Come Lord Feſus, come quickly bo Belek J come at an 
Hour when ye think not ! bleſſed is he that watcheth. ge, 


Some ſuppoſe, that all our inquiries about the time of the- 


eccompliſhment of the predictions relative to the downfal of 


Antichriſt, which is to prepare the way for the peaceful king - 


| —_ 1 the Redeemer, are in vain. If fo, * is it 


1 Cor. vii. 19. 7 xix. 17. | 
| | l 


But we are aſſured from the ſeriptures, that all theſe uſurpa- 
tions and antichriſtian principles ſnall have an end; and that 
the goſpel ſhall produce the various happy effects which are pre- 

dicted. The religion: of Chriſtians ſhall then no longer conſiſt 
in meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs, peace and joy; the prac- 
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aid, Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that hear the wards of this 


prophecy ? Rev. i. 3. Here is wiſdom, let him that hath under- 


flanding count the number of the beaſt. xiii. 18. Though the 
meaning of the prophecies is neceffarily wrapt up in modes of 


. expreſſion not eaſily to be underſtood, as they would otherwiſe 


operate againſt their own accompliſhment ; ; yet they may not 
be abſolutely inſcrutable: and eſpecially when their accom- 
pliſhment approaches nearer, and increafing light is caſt upon 
them by the ariſing of circumſtances connected with them; for 
if it be in vain to inveſtigate the predictions of the prophets, 


what is the meaning of ſuch paſſages as theſe ? But thou, O 

Daniel, ſhut up the words, and ſeal the book, even to the time of 
the end: many ſhall run t1 and fro, and knowledge ſhall be in- 
creaſed. —The words are claſed up and ſealed till the time of the 
end. — None of the wicked ſhall underfland, but the wiſe ſhall un- 


derſtand. See Dan. xii. 4, 9, 10. The meaning of theſe 
words, according.to the learned Dr. Lowth, is, The nearer 
the time approaches for the final accompliſhment of the pro- 
phecy, the more light ſhall men have for the underſtanding it ; 
for the gradual completion of this and other prophecies ſhall di- 
rect obſerving readers to form a judgment concerning thoſe par- 
ticulars which are yet to be fulfilled. F rom henee we may ob- 
ſerve the reaſon of the obſcurity of ſeveral prophecies in ſeripture: : 


and it may be obſerved, that generally thoſe prophecies are moſt 


obſcure, the time of whoſe completion is furtheſt off. For the 
ſame reaſon, in interpreting the prophecies relating to the latier 
times of the world, the judgment of the latter writers is to be 


preferred before that of the ancients, becauſe the moderns living 
' nearer the times when the events were to be fulfilled, had ſurer | 
marks to guide them in their expoſitions.” Lowth's Expo. 


Dan. xii. 4. Ver. 9. he paraphraſes thus. Be content with 
what has been made” known to thee: (Daniel) for the fuller 
explication of this prophecy is deferred till the time of its 
accompliſhment draws near.” The opinion then of this 


learned commentator was, that God would ſo difpoſe © 
taings that obſerving men ſhould, from the ſigns of the times, 
| 8 2 „ be 
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be led to underſtand the true meaning of ' thoſe prophe 
cies, relating to the latter times of the world, which had not 


been before underſtood, ſo as hence to foreſee the approaching 


downfal of Antichriſt, and thoſe other great events connected 
with it; and by which means the divine word will be much 


accredited, men be cured of their n, and God _ be 


honoured. 
My mind has of late been much affected with the appearances 


of things in the Chriſtian world, and with the occurrences which 
have, within theſe few years, burſt upon us. Occurrenees 


which are unparelleled in the hiſtory of nations. | 
In America a revolution has taken place which is ele in 


its conſequences, and eſpecially as they concern the ſtate of re- 


ligion. We have long been told that if the Chriſtian religion 
were left unprotected by eſtabliſhments, and unſupported by 
emoluments, it would ſoon be borne down, and all its ſalemni- 
ties forſaken and deſpiſed. The experiment has here been made, 
and fact demonſtrates the fallacy of ſuch concluſions. The 
people are eaſed of a heavy burden, and pure and undefiled re- 


ligion flouriſhes more than ever. Hirelings have withdrawn, 


but piety and virtue, charity and union inereaſe. But a few 
years after this grand event, one of the firſt nations in Europe, 
long enſlaved, and blinded by ſuperſtition, at once broke its 
chains, and tore away the bandages with which popiſn prieſts 
had bound the eyes of the multitude. Civil liberty had long 
been forgotten, and, for more than a hundred years, no liberty 
of conſcience was permitted to the inſulted people. And as a 
nation, they had for ages been made, by their . tyrants, the 
fcourge of all their neighbours. This people have, to the aſ- 
toniſhment of the whole civilized world, aroſe up as in one 
day, and, in oppoſition to the combined power of their king, 
their prieſts, and nobles, . have dared to ſay, We will be free 
Me will have juft and equal laws —No man ſhall puniſh, and n 
man ſhall be puniſhed but as the lau command. The poor as well 
as the rich, 25 be POTS is the property of God, 


a 


LS 1 | df A * — 


by not only profeſſing the religion of Jeſus, but by acting under 


* 
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aud every. man ſhall worſhip his Maker as he pleaſes—IF+1 will ne» 

ver make war, but in ſelf-defence, and will embrace all men as our 

brethren. And this was not the reſolution of a few, it was the 

ſolemn covenant of twenty-fix millions of people. What a phæ- 

nomenon in the hiſtory of man! What an epoch in the hiſtory 

of the church ! But German deſpots and their creatures, whoſe 

exiſtence depends on the ignorance and ſervility of mankind, 
fearing the influence of ſuch an example, have been exerting all 
their power to cruſh this rifing ſpirit of liberty, and to ſupport 
the falling papacy. By whoſe hand was it that they and their | 
remnant were driven back with loſs and ſhame? His, who 
maketh the wrath of man to praiſe him. Alas! the calami- 


ties which oppoſition to the moſt benevolent ſentiments has oc- 


caſioned! The paſſions of men have been enraged, and in the 
paroxiſm of reſentment fear and deſpair, the beſt of cauſes, the 


| cauſe of liberty, has been ſtained by the commiſſion of erimes 


which afflict a great majority of their own nation, and all the 
genuine friends of liberty and juſtice throughout the world. 
None can contemplate them but with the keeneſt anguiſh, ex- 

cept thoſe who are watching for occaſions to ſlander all who 


reſiſt oppreſſors? The cireumſtances of this wonderful revolu- 


tion, mark it as an event of vaſt importance, and as nn 
big with conſequences beyond all conjecture. | 
The prophecies reſpecting the downfal of the Antichriſtian 
uſurpations, muſt have their accompliſhment in ſome era, it 
may be the preſent. It is therefore ſurely worth our while to 
enquire how far the predictions of God's word will _ with 
the riſe and progreſs of known events. 
Thus it has appeared to me, and the more I examine 50 | 
think upon the ſubject, the more I am convinced, that the laſt 
days ſpoken of by God's ſervants the prophets, are faſt ap- 
proaching; when Babylon the great ſhall come in remembrance, 


and God will avenge the blood of his ſaints, and the kingdoms of this 


world ſhall become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Ghrift ; 


its 
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: : 
its influence, and copying after His example who was meek NE 
lowly in heart, and who came “ not to deſtroy men's lives, 
but to ſave them.” And this kingdom ſhall not be a kingdom 


of anarchy, but a ſtate of things, in which the governors and 
the governed, and all the different ranks in ſociety will unite 
to promote the general good. It is not impoſſible that the pre- 


ſent ſhaking of nations ſhould bring about this deſirable event. 
Some however object, that the progreſs of the French revolu- 
tion has been marked with too much outrage and blood; and 
that the perſons engaged in it are of a character too bad to ad- 
mit it to be from God, —a work which he approves, and 


which he intends, as the introduction to thoſe happy days of 


which the prophets have ſpoken. 


It would not be a very difficult taſk - to prove, that thoſe 
German princes and domeſtic foes to liberty, who have op- 


poſed the emancipation of France, from the yoke of royal 
and prieſtly tyrants, have been the occaſion ef almoſt. all 
the horrors which have been committed, and, at their hands, 


will much of the blood be required which has been, or may 


hereafter, be ſhed, in this mighty and intereſting ſtruggle be- 


- tween men rouſed up by the ſeverity of their ſufferings, to claim 
the rights they had long been robbed of, and thoſe continental 


tyrants who, for ages, have been the ſcourges of the human 
race. But granting 'that the leaders in the French revolution 


8 have been as atrociouſſy wicked as repreſented, this does not, 


in the ſlighteſt degree, affect our hypotheſis. | 
Though many of the inſtruments which Providence employs may 
de unworthy characters, and though the extraneous evil connected 


with the revolution in France may afflict our hearts, and provoke 


: not only our cenſure, but our indignation, ſill the great principles 


of it may demand our homage, and the end to be hoped for, the tri- 


ymphs of truth and juſtice over ſuperſtition, perſecution, and op- 
preſſion, may excite our joy. Cyrus waded through the blood 
of kings and armies to plunder the earth, and ſubject nations to 


| "_ ml; (he TO; mat Es Ia, Will, 18); but we have 


bern 
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been taught to venerate his memory, as the righteous man of 


the caſt. And why? Not becauſe all his exploits, as his, 
were righteous, but becauſe we have ſeen the ifſue, and been in- 
formed, that he was made an inſtrument i in the hand of God, 

to execute his righteous judgments; that it was He who gave 
nations before him, and made him rule over kings, that Baby- 
lon might fit in the duſt, and captive Iſrael go free. What was 
Henry the Eighth,who- began our reformation? A monſter | What 
were his motives? The gratification of his luſts. What were 
the means which he employed? Ho blind is. man! We only 


know, that in God dwell the attributes of wiſdom, juſtice, and 
goodneſs, but we are incapable of tracing the ſphere of their 
operations. He ſaw fit to make uſe of the Jewiſh rulers, and 
to direct the worſt of human paſſions, for the purpoſe of effecting 


our redemption, by the death of Jeſus Chriſt. Are eſtabliſhed 
ſyſtems of ſuperſtition and tyranny to be overthrown by a few 


ſmooth words of benevolence and wiſdom ? Happy if they 


could! Are the dragon and the beaſts, which have fo depopu- 
lated the earth for ages, to periſh without convulſion? Read, 
——# They have ſhed the blood of ſaints and prophets, and thou | 
haſt given them blood to drink, for they are worthy. When this 
period ſhall arrive there will be much work to do, for the exe- 


eution of which the meek of the earth are by no means qualified. 


To cenſure diſorder, to ſhudder at blood-ſhed, and to practiſe 
mercy, is our duty ; for neither God's ſecret counſels, nor his 
providential judgments, are to be the rule of our conduct. We 
know who hath ſaid, Love your . and da good to them that 
bate you. This is our rule. 

Sir Iſaac Newton had a very i. conjecture. which * 


told to Dr. Clark, from whom Mr. Whiſton ſays he received it, g 


viz, That the over- bearing tyranny and power of the anti- 
chriſtian party, which hath ſo long corrupted Chriſtianity, and 


enſlaved the Chriſtian world, muſt be put a ſtop to and broken 


0 pieces by t the prevalence of infidelity, for ſome time, befors | 


"% __ xvi, 6, 


rei. 


' 
v 
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| Fannie Chriſtianĩty could be reſtored; which Wess to het the 
very means now working in Europe for the ſame good and great 
end of Providence.“ Poſſibly,” fays the relater, © he might 
think that our Saviour's words (Luke xviii. 8) imply it. When 
the Son of Man cometh ſhall he find faith on the earth ? or, poſſibly 
he might think no other way ſo likely to do it in human affairs, 
It being, I acknowledge, too ſadly evident, that there is not at 
preſent religion enough in Chriſtendom to put a ſtop to ſuch 
antichriſtian tyranny and perſecution upon any genuine princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity.” Yhifton's Eſſay on the Revelation of St. 
Fohn. Second Edit. Page 321. Printed in the Year 1744. 
© This was a very ſagacious conjecture indeed! and it is not 
unlikely that it may ſoon be realized. There are reaſons for 
Fearing that ere long infidelity will as generally prevail as the 
name of Chriſtianity has done. It is in vain to flatter. It is 
too evident, that though the Chriſtianity of individuals, among 
all ranks and ſects, has been genuine, yet that of nations has ti 
been only in name. By their fruits ſhall ye knino them. The p. 
generality of governments have been oppreſſive ; a great majo-- 
rity of the miniſters of religion have not only been men of the in 
world, who have ſought after nothing but gain, but they have 
deen cruel lords over God's heritage, perſecuting inſtead of feed- qui 
ing the flock ; teaching men to hate, oppreſs, and murder one I ref 
another, for opinions, inſtead of inculcating thoſe leſſons of lov us, 
taught by Jeſus Chriſt, Among the rich and great even the forms xh 


3 of religion are ſcarcely to be found. The ſpoil of the poor is in the! 
| | _ their houſes, and becauſe they are full they forget God, and ac = 
y waxed wanton. If we deſcend, pride, covetouſneſs, deceit, op- the 


preſſion, riot, impurity, irreligion, impiety, perjury and baſc-WF end 
neſs, preſent themſelves, without ſecret ſearch, at every ſtep or f 


And yet theſe are all Chriſtians! But he who was taught th of t. 

religion of Chriſt not by man, but by the revelation of Jeſuſi from 

. Chriſt, has faid, Faith without works i is dead. Alas! they bai ation 

* _* walked in a vain ſhew. But it is probable that this diſguiſ tor 


before the conſummation of all things, will be ripped off, and 


. # 
, 


in his viſions. 
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the nations be made to appear in their true character, and thus 


may be fulfilled, in a ſenſe that has not been ſuſpected, that 
prediction of the prophet Iſaiah (chap. xxv. 7.) He will deſ 
troy the face of the covering (the maſk) caf? over all people, and 
the vail that is ſpread over all nations —My thoughts are not your 


* thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, faith the Lord! 


The French revolution then may be of God, and deſigned 


to iſſue in good, although conducted by infidels, and 1 


bY e which ag can wy 
FIRST INQUIRY. 


IN ein to [nia good this hypotheſis, that the 0 
F the times indicate the ſpeedy downfal of all that ſpiritual and 
civil tyranny, which for ſo many ages, has prevailed in oppoſi- 
tion to the principles of the kingdom of Ghriſt, the Prince of 
Peace, there are three inquiries which claim our attention. 
The firſt reſpects the dragon and the beaſts, which John ſaw 

Rev. xi. 7. xii. and xiii. 

The ſecond reſpects the witneſſes, Rev. xi. and 4 third in- : 


quiry is, Whether all the numbers of Daniel and Jahn, which 


refer to the latter days, will agree with the preſent times? Let 
us, with that reverence and devout candor which become us 
when we apply to the word of God for inſtruction, * to 
theſe ſeveral i inquiries. | 

Te grand ſcene of the tots viſions of John opens in 
the fourth chapter of the Revelation, and 1s continued to the 


end of the book. The whole may be conſidered as a number 


of ſcenic pictures. Chapter the eleventh is a miniature picture 
of the hiſtory of the church (the weſtern, church eſpecially). 
from the earlieſt times to the downfal of all antichriſtian uſurp- 
ations. The following viſions are the ſame picture varicgated, 
tor our inſtruetion, on a : large ſeale, „ 8 
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As there are ſome, into whoſe hands theſe pages may fall, 
who have not been uſed to attend to ſubjects like theſe which we 


are going to diſcuſs, it may be proper, briefly to conſider the ori- 
gin of that ſort of language, and of thoſe hieroglyphic, or, more 
properly, /ymblical repreſentations, which we meet with f in the 
prophets. 

FIRES mide of writing appears to have been by Mature 


of things, and it muſt have been a long time before mankind 
arrived at any degree of perfection in the ſcience of letters, as 


we now have it. To expreſs ideas by a combination of let- 
ters, ſyllables, words and ſentences, is a more wonderful inven- 
tion than moſt people i imagine. The moſt natural way of com- 


municating our conceptions by marks and figures, is by tracing 
out the images of things; and this is actually verified in the 


caſe of the Mexicans, whoſe only method of writing their laws 


and hiſtory, when the Spaniards firſt viſited them, was by this 


picture-toriting. The hieroglyphics and ſymbols of the Egyp- 
tians and Hebrews, were an improvement on this rude and in- 


convenient eſſay towards writing. It would be improper to en- 


ter far into this ſubje& here, I ſhall therefore ſay no more than 
juſt what may be thought neceſſary to ſnew that the figurative 
ſtyle, and the ſymbolical repreſentations, which we meet with 
in the ſcriptures, are not ſo out of the way, as ſome may be apt 
to imagine; nor the workmanſhip, as Dr. Warburton ? ex- 
preſſes it, of the prophets heated and wild imagination, as our 
modern libertines would perſuade us, but the ſober, eſtabliſhed 
language of their times. 


In the ſymbols and hieroglyphics of the N a Hon fiood | 


for ſtrength and courage: a bullock was a repreſentation of agri- 
culture; a horſe of liberty; a ſphinx of ſubtilty; a pelican-of 
' paternal affeftion ; a hawk of impudence ; horns of firength and 
pre-eminence; among the Phenicians a horn was the enſign of 
royalty ; and henee they came to be uſed by the prophets to 
Gare ſever a and A _ and kingdoms. The fun, 


+ See Warburton's Dirine Legation, vol. 2. ow 4 
a : med 
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noon and Aar: alſo were the ſymbols of fates and kingdoms, 

kings, queens, and nobility ; their eclipſe ſtood for the temporary diſ- 
aſters which afflicted them, and their extinction, for their entire 
overthrow. If this be conſidered, we need not wonder at what 


we meet with in the holy ſcriptures, and eſpecially in the pro- 


pheeies. The prophets ſpeak in the language of the times in 
which they lived, and repreſent things under ſymbols then well 

underſtood ; and though this mode of repreſenting things is not 
ſo uſual among us, yet we have ſomething of it too. Modern 
heraldry is a fort of hieroglyphics, and we | here meet with 


productions as fictious and monſtrous; as a lion with the wings 


of an eagle, or as a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns. _. 
In the prophetic writings, fierce and ſavage beaſts are the 
hieroglyphic emblems of tyrannie monarchies and ſtates, and 
the peculiarities. of theſe monarchies and ſtates are repreſented 
by ſuitable creatures, and by ſueh appendages, as are proper to 
identify them, and deſcribe their characters. Thus in Dan. 


vii. 4. the kingdom of Babylon is repreſented under the image 


of a lion with eagle's wings, To type out, not only its power, 
but the rapidity of its conqueſts, and the height of ſplendor 
to which it was raiſed. The kingdom of. the Medes and Per- 
ſiuns, (ver. 5.) is repreſented by a bear, with three ribs. in its 


mouth, to which it was ſaid, Ariſe, devour much fleſh. This 


was to ſhew the cruelty of theſe people, and their greedineſs 

after blood and plunder. Their charaQer was that of the all- 
devouring bear, which has no pity. The ribs in the mouth of 
it repreſent thoſe nations which they eſpecially made a prey of. 
The kingdom of the Macedonians, or Grecians, is charae- 
terized (ver, 6.) by a leopard, with four heags, and four wings 
of a fowl. The leopard is remarkable for its ſwiftneſs, hence, 


and eſpecially with the wings on its back, it was a fit emblem 


ef the conqueſts of the Macedonians under the command of 
Alexander, who conquered part of Europe and all Aſia in fix 
years. As the lion had /ws wings, to repreſent the rapidity of 
the Babylonian n ſo this leopard has faur, to ſignify the 

* 2 BE ſwifter 
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| ſwifter vhopiel b of the Macedonians. The four heads alſo are 
fignificant. They are intended to repreſent the ſame circum- 
Nance as the four horns of the he-goat in the eighth chapter. 
Fifteen years after the death of Alexander, his brother, and two 
ſons being murdered, his kingdom was broken, or divided, by 
Caſſander, Lyfimachus, Ptolemy and Seleucus, into four leſſer 
kingdoms, which they ſeized for themſelves. —It may not be 


amiſs in this place to take notice, that whereas, in this viſion in 


the ſeventh chapter, the Medo- Perſi an empire is repreſented un- 
der the emblem of a bear, and that of the Macedonians under 
that of a leopard, in that of chapter the eighth, the former is 
typed out by a ram (ver. 3.) with two horns, one higher than 
+ the other; and the higher came up laſt; and the latter by a 


he-goat, &e. Theſe were moſt apt repreſentations of theſe 


empires. For a ram was the royal enſign of Perſia, as the 
eagle was of the Romans, and as the lion is of England ; and the 
Hgures of rams heads with horns, the one higher than the other, 


are ſtill to be ſeen among the remains of the ruins of Perſepolit, 


as Sir Fohn Chardin takes notice in his travels. That which 


came up laſt was higheſt, to denote that the Perſian kingdom, 


though it was of a later date, ſhould overtop the Medes, and 
make a greater figure in the world than the other; as it did 
from the time of Cyrus, under whom the two kingdoms were 


united in one. ——A he-goat was alſo very properly made the 


type of the Macedonian or Grecian empire, for this was the em- 
| blem, or, as we now a days expreſs it, the arms of Macedon, 
and they were called the goats people; for Caranus, their firſt 

king, going with a multitude of Greeks, to ſeek a new habita- 
tion, was, as it is ſaid, commanded by the oracle, to take the 
goats for his guide; and afterwards ſeeing a flock of goats fly- 
ing from a violent ſtorm, he followed them to Ederfſa, and there 
fixed the ſeat of his empire, made the goats his enſign, and 
called the City Egeæ, or the goats' town. But to return, 
© The fourth kingdom is repreſented (ver. 7.) by a fourth beaſt, 
dtreadſul and terrible, and ftrong exceedingly; and it had great 


ra 


cordi1 
horns 


72 
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tym teeth, it devoured and brake in pieces, and flamped the refidue 
with the feet of it. And it was divers from all the beaſts that 
were before it, and it had ten horns. This dreadful repreſenta- 
tion made a great impreſſion on Daniel's mind, and he there- 
fore inquires particularly what this might mean. Ver. 19. 
Then 1 would know the truth of the fourth beaſt, which was divers 


from all the others, exceeding dreadful. The angel informed him 


(ver. 23.) that the fourth beaſt ſhall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, 
which ſhall be divers from all kingdoms, and fhall devour the whole 


| earth, and ſhall tread it down, and break it in pieces, 


That which appeared in the imagination of N a. 
as the legs and feet of a great image, whoſe brightneſs was ex- 
cellent (Dan. il. 31i—4g) and the form terrible, is here repre- 
ſented to Daniel as a fierce and rayenous beaſt. This is the 
Roman empire, which ſucceeded. the Macedonian. 4% This 
beaſt,” ſays Biſhop Newton, „was ſo great and horrible, that 


it was not eaſy to find an adequate name for it; and the Roman 


empire was dreadful and terrible, and ſtrong exceedingly, be- 
yond any of the former kingdoms. Tt was divers from all 
kingdoms, not only in its republican form of government, but 
likewiſe in ſtrength and power, and greatneſs, length of dura- | 
tion, and extent of dominion. It devoured and brake in pieces, 
and flamped the reſic due with the feet of it, It reduced Macedon 
into a Roman province about 168 years; the kingdom of Per- 


gamug about 133 years; Syria about 65 years, and Egypt about 


30 years, before Chriſt. And beſides the remains of the Ma- 
cedinian empire, it ſubdued many other provinces and king- 
doms ; ſo that it might, by a very uſual figure, be ſaid to de- 
vour the whole earth, and to tread it down and break it in 
pieces, and-became in a manner, what the Roman writers de- 
lighted to call it, terrarum orbis imperium, the empire of 

the whole world.“ Ver. 7. And it had ten horns, And ac- 
cording to the interpretation of the angel, (ver. 24.) the ten 

horns out of this Fingdom are ten kings, or kingdoms, that ſhall 


72 Four kings. a little . 1 17.) f ignify four king- 


doms; 5 


— 
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dams and ſo here ten kings are ten kingdoms, according to the 
uſual phraſcology. of ſcripture. © We muſt look,” ſays this 
le-rned author, for theſe ten kingdoms among the broken 
pieces of the Roman empire, This empire, as the Romaniſts | 
themſelves allow, was, by means of the incurſions of the nor- 
thern nations, diſmembered into ten kingdoms; and Machia- 
vel, a papiſt, little thinking what he was doing, (as Biſhop p 
Chandler obſerves) has given us their names. 1. The Oftre. 
goths, in Mar ſia. 2. The Viſigoths, in Panonia, 3. The Sue: f 
ves and Alans, in Gaſcoigne and Spain. 4. The Vandals, in 
Africa. 5. The Franks, in France. 6. The Burgundians, in 
Burgundy. 7. The Heruli and Turingi, in Italy. 8. The 
Saxon and Angles, in Britain. 9. The Huns, in Hungary. 
10. The Lombards, firſt upon the Danube, afterwards in Ita.” 
Mede, - Lowman, Sir I, Newton, Whifton, and others, have 
enumerated theſe ten kingdoms, with ſome little variation, but 
all agree in the main. Biſhop Lloyd makes them all to ariſe 
between the years 356 and 527 A. D. They have not always 
been exactly this number, ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs; 
but as Sir I. Newton obſerves, (p. 73. upon the Prophecies,) \ 
e This was the number into which the weſtern empire became 1 
divided at its firſt breaking, that is, at the time of Rome's 


being beſieged and taken by the Goths. Some of theſe king: 6 

; be agre 

doms at length fell, and new ones aroſe ; but whatever was a ho; 

_ their number afterwards, they are ſtill called the fen kingdoms, reſe 
from their firſt number.” And we may obſerve, that they al- 5 
ways were and ſtill are about this number. perſ; 

0 


But beſides theſe fen horns or kingdoms, there was another 
and | 
little horn, to ſpring up among them which was to be much 


e 
diſtinguiſhed by its abominations, ver. 8. TI conſidered the horns, Bag 
and behold there came up among them another little horn, befor 8 


| whom there were three of the firſt horns plucked up by the roots. As 
| Daniel was deſirous of being informed about the ten horns, { 
of this; and the angel acquaints him (ver. 24) that this ſbi 


- mW up after the others,” or behind them, as Mede renders it, ul. 
obſerve 
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| ebſerved till he overtops them) and he ſhall be divers from the firſts 


and he ſhall ſubdue three kings, or kingdoms ; and he ſhall ſpeak 
great words againſt the Maſt High, and ſhall wear out the ſaints of 


the Mt High, and think to change times and laws; and they ſhall 
be given into his hands until a time aad times, and the dividing of time. 


But the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his dominion, to con- 


ſume it, and deſtroy it unto the end. This is to be fought for,” 


ſays Biſhop Newton, among the ten kingdoms of the weſtern 


empire, I ſay the weſtern empire (Europe) becauſe that was 


properly the body of the fourth beaſt. Greece, and the countries 
which lay eaſtward of Haly, belonged to the third beaſt ; for 


the former beaſts were till ſubſiſting, though their dominion | 


was taken away.“ (ver. 12). This is no other than the popedom, 
or antichriſt, who hath raiſed himſelf to great power by ſeizing 
three principalities or kingdoms, which Sir Iſaac Newton reck= 


ons up to be the exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the 
Lombardi, and the ſenate and dukedom of Rome. Aud it. is hence 


that the pope wears a triple crown. 
What is here repreſented under the emblem of a horn of the 
fourth beaſt is the ſame tyranny which is ſhewn to John (Rev. 


xiii. 1—10) as a bcaſt. In this all our beſt commentators are 


agreed. Nor let it ſeem ſtrange that what is here prefigured by 
a horn of the fourth beaſt, the Roman dominion, ſhould be re- 
preſented in another viſion, as a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten 


horns. For nothing is more uſual than to deſcribe the ſame _ 


perſon or thing under different images, upon different occaſions; 


and beſides, in this viſion, the ſpiritual tyranny of the Roman 


empire is not meant to be deſcribed at large. Here notice is 
enly given of it in the general repreſentation of the Reman do- 
minton ; when the time of the appearance of this tyranny draws 


near, dug a more enlarged deſcription is given. And what is 
here repreſented under one image 1s there repreſented under fwo, 


a dragon and a beaſt, each having ſeven heads and ten horns. The 


lighteſt attention is ſufficient to convince us that the horn here 


and the fir/t beaſt in Rev. xiii. are the ſame tyranny, if we com- 


LA 
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pare - the two deſcriptions, their language, their enormities their 
duration and end are the ſame. 

The ſaints are ſaid to be given into the hand of the horn for 
a time, times, and dividing of times, and it is given to the beaſt 
to continue forty and two months, and in Rev. xi. and 3, it is ſaid 
'to be 1260 days. The ſame period of time is meant, for a 
time is a year, times two years, and the dividing of times, a half 
a year, that is three years and a half (or forty-two months of 
thirty days) which are the ſame as the 1260 days; for the ordi- 
; nary Jewiſh year conſiſted of 360 days, which, multiplied by 
three and a half, amount to that number. And in the pro- 
: phetic ſtyle, a day is reckoned for a year. Compare Numb. 
xiv. 34. Ezek. iv. 6. Dan. iv. 16. xii. 7. Rev. xi. 2, 3. xii. 14. 
xiii. 5. This continuance ſignifies, that he is to practiſe and 


preſper thus long, for Twwom: refers to the time of his pre. 


vailing, not of his exiſting. He will exiſt a little longer, for he 
will be ſome time a ſlaying after he is attacked. 

Thus, as preparatory to the conſideration of che following 

ſubjeAs, I have endeavoured, in as brief a way as poſſible, to 
ſhew the origin of hieroglyphie or ſymbolical repreſentations, 
and the aptneſs and Propriety of ſuch as we have in the writings 
of the prophets. We will now enter upon our inquiries. 

Let us firſt confider the viſions in the !welfth and thirteenth 
chapters, and eſpecially the viſion of the ſecand beaſt, chap. 
xiii. and 11—18. for, if theſe be underſtood, we ſhall have a 
key to unlock, not only the myſterics of the eleventh chapter, 
but of many others which follow. Chap. xii. 3. And there 
appeared another wonder in heaven, and behold a great red dragon, 
having ſeven heads and ten horns,” and ſeven crowns upon his heads. 
And his tail drew the third part of the ſtars of heaven, and did 
caſt them to the earth, &. Moſt of the authors whom I have 
conſulted, though they allow this chapter to contain a repre- 
ſentation of the perſecutions of Pagan Rome, yet have ſtrangely 
ſpiritualized this . ſo that whilſt we are cautioned of our 


ange 
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danger from inviſible ſpirits, the true object i is forgotten, and 


we beat the air. 


There can be no doubt, but the devil is a prinelpal * in 
all tyrannies, eccleſiaſtical and civil; but what is here repre- 


| ſented by the moſt terrific imagery, appears to be no other than 


that cruel civil tyranny of the Romans, which caſt down all the 
powers, and ſwept away all the remains of liberty in Europe, 
the then ſuppoſed third part of the world ; and which, while 
the imperial head remained in full power, perſecuted with un- 
relenting cruelty, the church of Chriſt in its infancy ; and 

under all the deſpotiſms which have ariſen from it, has more or 
leſs, continued to oppoſe the kingdom of Chriſt. If we com- 


pare what is faid of the dragon | in this book with Pſa. Ixxiv. 


13, 14. Iſa. xxvii. 1. li. 9. Pa. bexxvit. 4. Ixxxix. 10. 
Ezek. xxix. 2—5. and xxxii. 2. it much confirms our hypo- 
theſis. The tyranny of Egypt, which oppreſſed and perſecuted 
the people of Iſrael, was the type of this; but as this is ſo 
much more cruel, additional tropes are therefore crowded to- 
gether, to impreſs us with its enormity ; and it is not only the 
dragon and the ſerpent, but the devil and ſatan. While the firſt 
beaſt in the next chapter is the repreſentation of ecclefiaftical or 


ſpiritual tyranny, as exerciſed by the antichriſtian clergy, this 


dragon repreſents the civil tyranny exerciſed by the Roman Em- 

perors, and by their ſucceffors, ſo far as they have been, or are, 
tyrannic, in the ſeveral kingdoms which have ariſen out of the 

ruins of that empire; and eſpecially by thoſe who are now 
called the Emperors of Germany, who profeſs, more immediate- 
ly, to ſucceed-the deſpots of ancient Rome: They have the 
ſame origin, and their juriſdiction is alike extenſive ; and hence 
they both appear with ſeven heads and ten horns. This dra- 


gon, we ſhall find, gave to the beaſt his power and his ſeat, and 


great authority; but he ſtil} continued, and although wounded, 
remains to this day, nor has he ever ceaſed to practiſe deſtrue- 


tion. All the world have worſhipped him that gave power 


unto the beaſt ; yea, ſo baſe and ſervile haye men been, that 
| * ; me 
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they have paid divine homage and paſlive obedience” to their 


deftroyer, and have ſaid, in the fulneſs of their folly, not only 


| of ſpiritual tyranny, Who i is like unto the beaſt ! but of eivil 
ns; Who is like unto the dragon! 


Chapter the thirteenth, verſe the firſt. J flood upon the fand f 


the fea, and ſaw a beaft riſe up out of the fea, having ſeven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 


the name of blaſphemy. And the beaft which I ſaw was like unto 


a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth 
as the mouth of 'a lion ; and the dragon gave him his power, and 
his ſeat, and great authority. Having ſaid ſo much concerning 
the fourth beaf?, and the little horn, in the viſion of Daniel; and 
ſeeing that all Proteſtants are pretty well agreed that, by this 
' beaſt, the papal power, as exerciſed by the biſhop of Rome, 
ſupported by his clergy and by thoſe princes who have acknow- 
ledged his juriſdiQion is intended; the leſs need be ſaid in ex- 
Plaining theſe verſes. As the great red dragon was the civil 
power of Rome, exereiſed by the emperors and their agents, ſo 
this is the Roman eccleſiaſticul tyranny exerciſed by the pope 
and antichriſtian clergy, who have converted the benevolent 


religion of Jeſus into a ſyſtem of traffic and perſecution, and, as 


has been obſerved, is the ſame with the little horn in Daniel the 
ſeventh. Its riſing out of the ſea may refer to thofe commotions 
of nations which very much favoured the rifing of the papal 
tyranny. The /even heads were not only the emblems of the 


feven hills on which Rome was built (chap. xvii. 9, ro) but 


| alfo of the ſeven forms of government to which Rome had been, 
and was to be, ſubject. Five were already fallen, when John 
faw. the viſion (chap. xvii. 10), viz. thoſe by kings, conſuls, 
dictators, decemvirs, and military tribunes with conſular autho- 
"rity. The imperial then prevailed, and the. papal was to fol- 
low. The ten horns are the ten kingdoms and ſtates crowned 
with ſovereign authority, of which we have already had occa- 
fion to ſpeak. — To this beaſt the dragon gave his power and his 


| feat, and woe authqrity ; that i is, it was by the aſſiſtance of ths 
| EmpPpcrors, 


8 
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- emperors, by virtue of laws and grants iſſuing from FO that 
the biſhops of Rome and the clergy arrived at their great power. | 


And, by the ſeat of the imperial government being removed 
from Rome, firſt by Conflantine to Byzantium ( Conſtantinople) and 


afterwards into France by Charlemagne, from whence it paſſed 


into Germany, the popes became poſleſſed of Rome, the old ſeat 


of the imperial government. 
Ver. g—10. And I. ſaw one of his heads, as it were wad unto 


death, and his deadly wound was healed : and all the world wondered 


after the beaſt. And they wor ſhipped the dragon which gave power 


unto the beaſt, ſaying, Who is like unto the beaft ? Who is able to 


make war with him? And there was given unto him .a mouth 


| ſpeaking great things, and blaſhhemies and power was given unto 


him to continue forty and two months, And he opened his mouth in 


| blaſhhemy againſt God, to blaſplieme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven, And it was given unto him to make 


war with the ſaints, and overcome them, and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations, And all that dwell on 
the earth fhall worſhip him, whoſe names are not written in the book 
of life of the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, If any 
man have an ear, let him hear. He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall 
go into captivity ; he that killeth. with the ſword muſt. be killed with 
the fword. Here 1s the patience and the faith of the ſaints. 

The wound which was given to one of the heads of this 


| beaſt, ſome have interpreted to be that which the papacy re- 
ceived at the Reformation in the fexteenth century; but this 


wounding appears to refer not to papal Rome, but to the wound 
which imperial Rome received, when it was no longer the ſeat of 
government, but became ſubject to the Exarchate of Ravenna, 
But though it was thus forſaken by the imperial court, and loſt 
its civil pre-eminence, yet it ſoon became again the miſtreſs of 


| the world, by aſſuming a ſpiritual dominion, in lieu of the 


temporal one it had loſt, and which alteration did not a little 
aſtoniſh mankind ; but who, inſtead of reſiſting the arrogant 
claims and profane pretenſions of this new power, did not only 


finely obey thoſe laws of the emperors, which ſet the biſhop 
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of Rome above all human juriſdiction, but they * AO | af 


heartily into all the new ſuperſtitions and idolatries of. this no- ſe 
vel wy Nor was this papal beaſt backward in exerting bl 
the power which he had acquired from the liberality of jec 
the imperial dragon, but quiekly enjoined all ſorts of abomina- 5 
tions and enforced acquieſcence, on pain of death, with all his tet 
pProfane- and blaſphemous pretenſions. Thus encouraged, he po 
went on in his impious career, enjoining not only the worſhip of ing 
ſaints and angels, but of images and relies, teaching that he was a 
God's vicegerent and Chriſt's vicar on earth; and that, Mn 
ſuch, he had power to grant indulgences, and to pardon fins ; of 


and thus, by theſe, and a great many other abominable dog- rep 

mas, he blaſphemed and ſcandalized the perfections, preroga- of 

tives, and laws of God; and diſhonoured the memory of them tot 
that dwell in heaven, as if they approved of ſuch wicked ido- [ tt 

| latry and prieſtly craft. And. not only was this eceleſiaſtical to 2 


power exerciſed at Rome, but over diſtant and numerous \ 
nations, and great has been the ſlaughter which he has made at l 
among thoſe, who, in reſpe& to the divine authority and the ercit 
rights of canſcience, have rejected his abominable errors, and the 
reſiſted his arrogant pretenſions. The time of the prevalence tbe 
and proſperity of this corrupt and ſavage tyranny ſhall be forty well 
and I minths of years, or 1260 years, reckoning agreeable to Iniel 


the prophetic ſtyle, a year for a day; at the end of which pe- pre. 
riod, though ardently ſupported by a tyranny ſimilar to his own, digi: 
| he ſhall periſh, and as he hath ſhewed no mercy, ſo he ſhall find Ide 
no mercy. 
Ver. 11. And 7 beheld * 5 coming up out f the earth; | 
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he ſpake as a dragon. And 
bee ererciſeth all t the power of the firſt beaſt before him, and cauſ- 
eth the earth, and them which dwell therein, to worſhip the firſt 
beaſt, &e. Dr. Doddridge, in his notes on this paſſage, ob- 
ſerves, „ As I look upon the former to be the papal power, I 
am ready, with the beſt critics I know, to interpret this of the 


religious orders of the church of Rome, This beaſt is faid to 
| aſcend * 


＋ Naw xiii. 12. 
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aſcend fen e earth, whereas the other afvended from the 
| ſea, to make the diſtinction between them the more remarka- 


ble: but what other myſtery may be ſuggeſted, I cannot con- 
jecture. Dr. Goodwin underſtands by the firſt beaſt the me. 
ral power which the Pope has received from the kings of the 
ten antichriſtian kingdoms ; and by the ſecond beaſt the ſpiritual 


power which the Pope and his clergy claim of binding and looſ- 
| ing, of pardoning fin, and of curſing men to hell. Mr. Low- 


nan ſuppoſes it to repreſent the eccleſiaſtical princes of Ger- 
many, Who have been ſuch great ſupporters of the power 
of the firſt beaſt. Moſt agree, that although he is thus 

repreſented as a diſtinct beaſt, yet-he riſes out of the empire 
of the firſt, and is ſubordinate to him.F But inferior as I am 
to theſe learned men, I beg leave to propoſe a eonjecture which 
think has more weight than at firſt view we may be vilkg 
to admit. | 

May we not underſtand by this ecad beaſt Linu XIV. or 

at leaſt of that tyranny which the family of the Capers have ex- 
exciſed, to the great oppreſſion of the Chriſtian church ; and to. 
the deſtruction of mankind ? Why might not Lewis XIV. or 

the Capets and their tyranny be the objects of John's viſion, as 

well as Alexander or Antiochus, or any other tyrant, that of Da- 
niel's? Read their political hiſtory and private memoirs. If 
pre. eminence in vice, oppreſſion, and murder, entitle. to this 

biſtinction, who ſo abhorrent and vile? Who ſuch enemics to 
the truth of God, and the happineſs of mankind? Their ty- 
ranny has been the ſcourge of France, of Europe, and the 
world. What crticiiles did 2 XIV. eſpecially perpetrate 


1 ne 3 towards 


* Tt muſt, in all likelihood, fignify ſome diſtinct i power, of 2 
like nature and kind with the firſt, ſupporting and advancing his authority.” 
wan, p. 136, Where may be ſeen the various opinions on this ſubject. 


t No country ever had ſuch a race of tyrants as France, and till within theſe _ 
ler months there was not an Engliſhman who did not wiſh this tyranny to be 
itirpated from the earth. The reſtleſs and crvel ambition of the kings of 
rance and their court within theſe few years, has occaſioned the laughter of 


- 
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towards his Proteſtant ſubjects; and what devaſtation and woe 
did he ſpread over Europe in his cruel wars! Examine the de- 
ſcription. And I beheld another beaſt coming up out of the earth, 
end he had two harns like a lamb, and he ſpake as a drag, 
John faw the other beaſt, the papal tyranny, (which is the uſurp- 
ation of a foreigner,) advance, phunging through the waves of 
that ſea of civil commotions, and religious contentions, which \ 
at the time of his riting agitated the Roman empire, and what 
was called the Chriſtian church ; but this comes up out of the . 
earth,+ it riſes at home, and. from circumſtances ſomewhat more | | 
ſettled, and in times not fo agitated by commotions, If this W 
be the beaſt in chapter xi. 7. which was to overcame and ſlay  ( 
the witneſſes, (as I am thoroughly perſuaded it is) there ve f 
have a more deſcriptive account of his origin. The beaft which WM |, 
eſcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit. ro fngia To a e i! « 
ce not which aroſe or did aſcend, but which is rifing out of 
the abyſs, as if he were notu riſing, or was juſt now became a per- a 
_ fect tyrant when he flew the witneſſes. £ Je 
The ſecond beaſt is ſaid to come up out of the earth, but tis BR 
from what our tranflators render the bottomleſs pit, ex rig avcom, ſps 
| 5 the os or pit, bog, or ee of ne depth. m. 


donumdered thouſands of our friends and countrymen, and contributed towards 

loading us with a debt which makes all the nation groan, and te conſequences all 
ef which cannot be calculated. Not the pecple of France, let us remember, | 
but th+ir defpots, againſt whoſe oppreffions they have lately rifen up, have been the 


SD the authors of all theſe evils. And as long as the old ſyſtem remained, there of 


was no hope cf remedy. How happy therefore wou d it have been for the {ur- 


rounding naticns, if tie people of France had been permitted to ſettle their 
new conſtitution, which promiſed peace and ſecurity to ail their neighbour il fat! 
wel} aNo themſelves ! But for the interference of foreign courts, all would nf | the 
have been peace. | | | hor 
4 Perhaps by the firft beaft's coming up out of the ſea, working more may be 15 


intended than that foreign jurtfliction which the papacy was to exerciſe and by 
the ſecond beaft's coming up out of the earth, that his tyranny was to be dne 
and exerciſed rather_over his own country than foreign nat ions. This agrtt 
perfectly with the difference Rwe the papal uſurpations and the 0 6 
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| And from what a bog. of vice, treachery, and cruelty on the one 
| hand, and of ſuperſtition, ſervility, and baſeneſs on the other, 


did the French tyranny ariſe! Or, if you pleaſe, from a whirl- 
pool which draws into its en and {wallows 80 "OP thing, 
the moſt precious to man. 

Hiſtorians have repreſented Lewis XIV. as nat the French 
monarchy to the pinnacle of its glory. And if pride and am- 
bition, perſecution and bloodſhed conſtitute ſupreme glory, he 
did ſo. But, the wiſdom of the world is fooliſhneſs with Ged. 
O the folly and cruelty of men! They create devourers, as if 
for the pleaſure of witneſſing and celebrating their exploits of 
blood ; and even think it impiety to complain when their own. 


turn arrives to be devoured ! 


How perfectly do theſe two o deſeriptions of the ſecond beaſt 
agree! The angel deſcribes him as aſcending out of the abyſs; 


John ſees him rifing out of the earth. And what ſort of a ſpot 


may we ſuppoſe the theatre of his riſing to be? The choiceſt 
ſpot which nature can. furniſh? Rather, where Behemoth 


makes his bed, in the coverts of the reeds and fens, from whence 


he drags his muddy limbs to the mountains of n where 
all the beaſts of the field play. : 
And he had two horns like a lamb. Here we may obſerve, that 
the Bburbons, formerly kings of Navarre only, on the extinction 
of the family of Valois, in 1589, which reigned over France, 
were become poſſeſſed of both kingdoms; and Henry IV. grand- 


father of Lewis XIV. in whom the kingdoms were united, took 
the titles of King of France and Navarre. Theſe were his two 


horns like a lamb. = | | 

And he ſpake as a dragon. His orofeſſion of that religion 
which teaches. to be meek and harmleſs, preſents an appearance 
of innocence, but when he opens his mouth, the accents are 
thoſe of a dragon, which beſpeak him formed for miſchief, and 
not for the benefit of mankind. All this agrees exactly with 
the French tyranny, and particularly with Lexis XIV. who 


+ Job x!. 21. | 
Was 
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was at once a ſuperſtitious devotee and a cruel deſpot; who, 


though ſtyled the Mo oft Chriſtian Ming, practiſed the enormities of 
the dragon, who made war with them who kept the command. 


ments of God, and had the teſtimony of Jeſus. Witneſs the 
perſecutions with which he harraſſed the Proteſtants, and his 
attempts to extirpate the reformed by the revocation of the 


Edit of Nants; a perſecution more cruel than any fince the 


days of perſecution commenced. See Claude's Complaints of tha 
. Proteſtants, The Edi of Nants, iſſued in 1598, granted to the 


Proteſtants the free exerciſe of their religion; many churches 


in every part of France, and judges of their own perſuaſion ; a 


free acceſs to all places of honor and dignity, an hundred places 


as pledges of their future ſecurity, and funds-to maintain both 


their miniſters and garriſons. But no ſooner was Lewis XIV. 
arrived to years than he formed the reſolution of deſtroying 

the Proteſtants. Did we not know him to have been a beaſt, 
we could hardly give credit to the report of the motive which 


puſhed this reſolution into practice. Soon after he came to 
the crown,” ſays Mr. Claude, page 43, © there aroſe in the 


kingdom a civil war, which proved ſo ſharp and deſperate, as 
brought the ſtate within a hair's breadth of utter ruin. Thoſe 


of the reformed religion ſtil kept their loyalty ſo inviolable, 
and accompanied it with ſuch a zeal, and with a fervor fo ex- 
traordinary, and ſo ſucceſsful, that the king found himſelf oblig- 


ed to give public marks of it by a declaration made at S. Ger. 
mains in the year 1652. Then, as well at court as in the ar- 


mies, each ſtrove to proclaim loudeſt the merits of the reform- 


ed.“ But, can you believe that there is fo much depravity in 


human nature? Their enemies ſaid, © If on this occaſion this 


party could preſerve the ſtate, this ſhews likewiſe that they could. 


have overthrown it; this party muſt therefore by all means be 
cruſhed.” Lewis, and the abettors of his tyranny, inſtantly ſet 


about it. A thouſand dreadful blows,” ſays Mr. Saurin, 


« were ſtruck at our afflicted churches, before that which de- 
ſtroyed them: for our enemies, if I may uſe ſuch an expreſſion, 


— 
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not content with ſeeing our ruin, endeavoured to taſte „ As 
ſoon as the kingdom was ſettled in peace they fell upon them, and 


| perſecuted them in every imaginable way. They were exclud- | 


ed from the king's houſchold, —from all employments of ho- 
nour and profit, —all the courts of juſtice, ereꝗęd by virtue of the 
Edict of Nants, were aboliſhed, ſo that in all Krials their enemies 
only were their judges, and in all the courts of juſtice the ery 
was, „I plead againſt a heretic *; J have to do with a man of 
a religion odious to the as and which the king is reſolved to 


extirpate.” | 
Orders were printed at Bork: and ſent from thence to all the 
cities and pariſhes of the kingdom, which empowered the paro- 


chial prieſts, church-wardens, and. others, to make an exact 


inquiry into whatever. any of the reformed might have done or 
ſaid for twenty years paſt, as well on the ſubject of religion as 
otherwiſe ; to make information of this before the juſtices of 


the peace, and puniſh them to the utmoſt extremity. Thus 


the prifons and dungeons were every where filled with theſe 


pretended criminals ; orders were iſſued, which deprived them 


in general of all ſorts of offices and employments, from the 
greateſt to the ſmalleſt, in the farms and revenues; they were 
declared incapable of exercifing any employ in the cuſtom- 
houſes, guards, treafury, or poſt- office, or even to be meſſen- 
gers, ſtage-coachmen, or waggoners. New a college was ſup- 


preſſed, and then a church ſhut up, and at length they were for- 


bid to worſhip God in public at all, by the revocation of the 
Edict of Nants in 1685. Now,” ſays Saurin, we were ba- 


 niſhed, then we were forbidden to quit the kingdom, on pain of 


death, Here we ſaw the glorious rewards of thoſe who be- 
trayed their religion ; and there we beheld thoſe who had the 
courage to confeſs it haled to a dungeon, a ſcaffold, or a galley.' 

Here, we ſaw our perſecutors drawing on a ſledge the dead bo- 
dies of thoſe who had expired on the rack : there we beheld a 


falſe friar tormenting a dying man, who was terrified on the 


7 


8 „Claude's comp. Sc. p. 51. 8 | 
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one hand with the fear of hell if he apoſtatized; and on ts 
other, with the fear of leaving his children without bread, if he 
ſhould continue in the faith.” When the arguments of prieſts, 
and every other mean failed, cruel ſoldiers were quartered in 
their houſes to exert their ſkill in torments, to compel them to 
become Catholics. *<* They caſt ſome,” ſays Mr. Claude, © in- 
to large fires, and took them out when they were half roaſted; 
they hanged others with ropes under their arm-pits, and plunged 
them ſeveral times into wells, till they promiſed to renounce M | 
their religion; they tied them like criminals on the rack, and MW 1 
poured wine with a funnel into their mouths, till being intoxi- n 
cated, they promiſed to turn Catholics. Some they ſlaſhed and i 
cut with pen-knives ; ſome they took by the noſe, with red-hot n 
tongs, and led them up and down the rooms till they promiſed 3 
to turn Catholics. Theſe cruel proceedings made eight hundred a1 
thouſand perſons quit the Kingdom. And let us remember this W 
ſame ſyſtem of deſpotiſm and perſecution remained till over- x) 
thrown in 1789. None of theſe cruel laws againſt the Proteſi- W ni 
ants were repealed, nor a particle of arbitrary power furrendered. Ix) 
Thus, in that country, from whence the light of reformation WM th: 
firſt iſſued, and where there were more faithful witneſſes againſt det 
the papal apoſtacy than in any other nation of the world ; and | 
from whoſe number and influence, and the laws in their favour, 
the old perſecuting power was greatly reduced; there, the un- 
controuled reign of antichriſt was reſtored. 
Ver. 13, 14. And he doth great wonders, ſo that Is maketh 
f re come doton from heaven on the earth, in the fight of men, 
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of th:je 
miracles which he had power to do in the fight of the beaſt. No 
one can ſuppoſe that theſe are miracles in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
the word. Nor does the original word Dane, rendered 
wonders in ver. 13. and miracles in ver. 14. neceſſarily ſignify 
thoſe acts which are ſupernatural. Our lexicographers tranſlate 
the word fignum, miraculum, argumentum, indicium, vexillum, fi- 


mulachrum, a ſign, miracle, argument, &e. And the Hebrew 
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word, which in the Greek verſion of the Old Teſtament is 
rendered by this, has the ſame ſort of latitude. - Though this 
is the word generally uſed to denote proper miracles, yet it is as 
often uſed in other ſenſes. But let it be obſerved, that its 
meaning generally includes in it the idea of an argument, that 


which perſuades, convinces, brings over to a purpoſe and con- 


firms. In Gen. 1. 14. it means that the ſun and moon are to 
be for the regulation of time; in Gen, xvii. 11. and Rom. iv. 


11. eireumeiſion is thus ſpoken of, though evidently neither a 


miracle nor wonder, but merely a token or memento; in Exod. 
iii. 12. and in a multitude of other places, it means nothing 


more than a token or evidence; in Iſa. viii. 13. and Luke ii. 


34. it means an object of derifion ; in Jer. x. 2. thoſe comets 
and meteors and other phenomena of nature are intended, at 
which weak and ſuperſtitious minds were terrified ; in Deut. 
xxviii.. 46. it means thoſe calamities which ſhould excite aſto- 
niſhment, and be a leſſon to tea h men to fear God; in Pla. 
Ixxiv. 4. it may ſignify the ſtandards of the enemy, or perhaps _ 


thoſe warlike engines with which they battered down, burnt and 


deftroyed the facred building; in Ezek. xxxix. 15. this word 
means nothing more than a ſtick or a ſtone ſet up as a mark to 
point out the place where lay a dead man's bone. 

It appears to me that this figurative repreſentation of the 


exploits of this beaſt, deſigns nothing more than thoſe violent 


means and ſedueing arts which this tyrant (or ſucceſſion of” ty- 
rants) was to uſe, as ſo many arguments, to bring men into his 
meaſures, and to frighten them into ſubmiſſion to his impoſi- 
tions. His great wonders were his alarming edicts; and the 
fire which he made to come down from heaven on the carth, in 
the ſight of men, ſignify, in the hieroglyphic and highly figur- 


ative language of prophecy, the thunder of excommuynication 


which he ſent forth againſt thoſe who refuſed to acknowledge | 
his authority in religion, and the war and deſtruction which he - 
carried on againſt all thoſe who ſtood out againſt popery ; pre- 
"OM (as all AT ever have) to have IE from hea- 
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ven for all theſe abominations. Every iota of this agrees with 


the practices and pretenſions of Lewis XIV. and his ſuccef- 


ſors. 


which had the wound by a ſword and did live. i. e. This tyrant 
cCauſed a ſyſtem of dominion over conſeience, a ſyſtem of perle. 
cdution to be eſtabliſhed, which was the image of the firſt papal 
beaſt; for although it was not ſo extenſive a tyranny, as that 
exerciſed by the Pope, being confined to one kingdom, yet it 
was the ſimilitude of it. The eccleſiaſtical tyranny now eſta- 
bliſhed, was peculiar; it was at once independent, and yet in 
ſupport of the tyranny of the papal beaſt. In all the other 


Kingdoms where popery prevails, the ſpiritual power is exerciſed 
by the Pope; heretics, as they are called, are accuſed, tried, 


and condemned in his courts, by virtue of laws iſſuing from 
Him, and by his miniſters. The kings are only his execution- 
ers. But it became otherwiſe in France. Lewis XIV. from 
the plenitude of his own power, iſſued edicts, erected courts, 
and appointed officers for the puniſhment of his Proteſtant ſub- 


Jes. Thus, by virtue of powers derived from the king, and 


not from the Pope, the Proteſtants were accuſed, purſued, tried, 
condemned, and executed. This was a tyranny perfect in its kind, 
and unknown in other countries; ; the ſimilitude of the beaſt 
| which had the wound by the ſword. and did live—the beaſt of 
Rome. And he had power to give life ts the image of the' beaſt, 
| that the image of the beaſt ſhould beth ſpeak, and cauſe that as 
many as world not worſhip the image of the beaft ſhould be killed, 
He gave new vigor to the dying papacy in France, and power 
to the popiſh party to ifſue their mandates and command * 
tacy, on pain of death. _ | 
Thus far, I think, the likeneſs is perfect; and allowing 
Lewis XIV. or the French tyranny, brought to perfection by 
him, and ſupported by his ſucceſſors, to be the object of the vi- 
ſion, it appears eaſy to be underſtood ; but on every other hy- 


potheſi 3, which I have ſeen, it is encumbered with inexplicable 
N 


. 


And he cemmanded that they ſbould make an image to the beaſt, 
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difficulties. Dr. Daddridge fays, 4 What the image of the 
beaſt is, diſtinct from the beaſt itſelf, I confeſs I know not. 
This part of our Inquiry, upon which matters -of no ſmall 


importance are ſuſpended, will, I hope, be attentively conſider- 


ed; as likewiſe whatſoever concerns this ſecond beaſt, and the 


conformity of the tyrannic proceedings of Lewis and his ſuc- 


eeſſors, to the character and conduct here predicted. The faet 
here contended for, being proved, we have a maſter key to 
unlock the greater part of the prophecies before us, particularly 


that in the eleventh chapter from ver. 7. And even ſuch lefſer 
| myſteries as thoſe contained in chapter xvi. and 2. where the 
_ firſt vial is poured out upon two deſcriptions of men; upon 


them who have the mark of the beaſt, papiſis: and upon thoſe 


: who only worſhip or ſerve his zmage, thoſe N wu * oy 


aſſiſtance to the antichriſtian party in France. i ö 
And he cauſed all, bath ſmall and great, rich and ee 1 and 
bond, to rereive a mark in their right hand, or in their forehead, 
and that no man might buy or fell fave he that had the mark + or 
the number of his name. There is certainly a difficulty in fo 
underſtanding this part of the defcription, as to give a perſpicu- 
ous explanation. It was intended, that it ſhould” be enveloped 


in conſiderable obſcurity. I make no great pretenſions to criti- 
cal acumen, but it appears to me that here are two conditions 
| repreſented as requiſite to the enjoyment of the loweſt rights of 


citizens, unlimited ſubmiſſion to the authority of the church, 


the pope and his clergy ; and paſſive obedience to the deſpotiſm - 
of this ſecond beaſt. Where theſe were refuſed no man might 
buy or ſell. With this deſcription the 4 eruel laws of Lewis 


+ It was cuſtomary to mark flaves and ſoldiers with . impreſſion on the 


hand or forehead, that it might be known to what maſter or commander they 


belonged ; and it was a practice alſo with devout idolaters, to mark themſelves 
with the fignature of the god they worſhipped. The name was ſometimes, er- 
preſſed by letters, and at others by the number which the numerical letters in 


their name amounted to, as we ſhall ſee in the 18th verſe, To __ cuſtoms 


there is here an alluſion. 


7 Ran 5 | Complain: $ * the Proteſtants, p. 55. 


XIV. re- 
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XIV. reſpeQng the freedom of companies and ROD i 


_ trades, by which the Proteſtants were hindered from earning 
© bread for their families, perfectly agree. | 

To exclude mankind from any of their civil rights, for their 
adherence to matters of conſcience, and to gratify a party, that 
that party, in return, may ſupport the views of ambitious men, 
is of the dragon and the beaſt; but that to pleaſe the prieſthood, 
and ſtrengthen deſpotiſm, a man for being a Preteſtant ſhould 
de excluded from acting as a cuſtom-houſe officer, a ſtage-coach- 
man, or a waggoner, was a moſt wanton exerciſe of antichriſ- 
tian power indeed; and this was the exact caſe in the matter 


under conſideration, for not only Lewis, but Mazarine, his mi- 
niſter, and the other petty deſpots about the throne, found their 


account in theſe proceedings. In this manner did they get rid 
of a body of men who were dangerous enemies to their ſchemes 
of ambition. The eourt gratified the prieſts, and, in return, 
the prieſts ſupported court meaſures, and helped Lewis, not 

o dy to get rid uf theſe friends to liberty and juſtice, but alſo 
w cruſh the Parliaments, which till now poſſeſſed confiderable 


5 p r. 


the name of the beaſt, or the number of his name. Here is wiſ- 
dom, let him that hath underſtanding count the number of the beaft, 
for it is the number of « man, and his number is 666. Not to 
| ſpecify particularly what others have ſaid about this number, 
there are two ways of calculating it which agree with Lewis 


XIV. as the perſon in whom the French monarchy became a 


perfect beaſt. And perhaps the text ſuggeſts that there ſhould 
be two, the number of the beaſt, and the number of his name. The 
numeral letters i in the name of Lewis, as written in e give 
| 666. 2 88 | | 


* 


But how mall we count the number of the name of the 
beaſt? No man might buy or ſell ſave he that had the mark, or 
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But it may be aſked, Why is the Latin language referred to 
rather than either the Hebrew, the Greek, or French? For 
theſe reaſons. At the time this prediction was given, the Latin 
was the moſt general language in the Roman empire; and after 


the empire was divided, it became the univerſal language in the 
| weſtern part, where the ſcene of John's viſion chiefly lay.—It _ 
is alſo the language uſed in all the fervices of that church which 


this beaſt was to ſupport; and thus the names of the French 


kings have been written in their communications with the pope, | 
in public inſcriptions, and on coins. 


Although ſo much ftreſs is not, perhaps, to be lid upon the 
following way of calculating this number of the ſecond beaſt, 


yet it is worth taking notice of; and poſſibly the Holy Spirit 


might point out that, by a remarkable providence, a twofold 


way of counting this number ſhould be afforded, that thus the 
entity of the perſon and tyranny might be more clearly aſcer- 
tained. The firſt way of calculating aſcertains the name of the - 
nian who ſhould bring the tyranny to perfection; the following, 


the length of time it ſhould be in perfecting, fince the anceſtors 
of that man began it. And on examination we find, that from 


the time when Hugh Capet ſeized the throne of France, to the 


time when the French, under Lewis XIV. began that career of 


blood, which, for many Years, proved ſo calamitous to Europe, 
| | and 
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and eſpecially to the Proteſtants, was exactly 666 years. Hugh 


Capet ſeized the throne in 987 , Lewis XIV. came to the throne, 


on the death of his father, Lewis XIII. in 1643 ; came to his 


majority in 1652, and in the following year war was made upon 
Spain. Now he emerges from that bog in which bis da 
tad been gendering for 666 years. 

Thus, though other tyrannies may have ſome of the a 
of this beaſt, yet that of the Capets only poſſeſſed them all; 


and, if I am not deccived, there is every proof which can be 
expected, proof which amounts much nearer to a demonſtration - 


than is uſual on ſuch ſubjects, that the French monarchy was 
the ſecond beaſt which came up out of the earth. And though 
I would guard againft raſh confidence, I feel a perſuaſion which 


IL cannot overcome, that this is the truth. And if it be, the 


conſequences which are united with it are to the laſt . in- 
tereſting, both to the church and to mankind at large; 


could my feeble voice be heard amidſt the din of war, and 2 
noiſe of party contentions, I would ſay, Take heed—be wiſe | 


— refrain from theſe men, and let them alone; for if this coun- 
#1, or this work, be of men, it will come to nought ; : but, if it 
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found to 
fight againſt God, t in ſtruggling to ſupport that which he has 
decreed to fall Should it prove ſo, however enraged your 


malice, or however mighty your power, He will make your 


wrath to praiſe him, and dath you to pieces as a potter's veſ- 
ſel. . Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Alaigh- 


tv; ju Wn and true are thy ways!— All nations ſhall come and worſhip | 


before the:, s Jar thy judyments are made manifeſt ! 


+ Aris v. 38. > * Pf: li. IXxvi. 10. 


SECOND 
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SECOND INQUIRY. 


i 


HT endeavoured to prove that . XIV. or 4 


tyranny of the Capets, as perfected by that unequalled deſpot, 
was repreſented to John in his viſion of the ſecond beaſt ; the 


ſecond Inquiry reſpects the two witneſſes in Rev. xi. 
This inquiry involves in it four queſtions. 1. Who are Fas 
witneſſes? 2. Who is to ſlay them, and where are their dead. 


bodies to lie unburied? 3. What length of time is intended 


by the three days and a half, during which their dead bodies are 
to lie. in the ſtreet of the great city? 4. What will be the con- 
ſequences attending their reſurrection? 

1. Who are theſe /wo witneſſes ? Rev. xi. 3 I will give 


| power unto my two witneſſes „and they ſhall prophecy a thouſand two 


hundred and threeſcore days clathed in ſackcloth. The moſt pre- 
vailing opinion is, that the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, and 


all thoſe who bear teſtimony againſt the errors and uſurpations 
of antichriſt, are intended, and that the number two is men- 


tioned in allafion to the law of Moſes, which required two wit- 
nefles; at leaſt, to make a teſtimony valid. Biſhop Lloyd ſup- 
poſes them to be the MWaldenſes and Albigenſes, the early witneſſes 
in France and its vicinity, againſt the corruptions of popery. 


Dr. More explains it of unpolluted prieſts and faithful magiſ- 


trates. But I have long thought that, by theſe witneſſes, the 
ſpirit of prophecy intended the witneſſes for goſpel truth againſt 
the {piritual dominations and corrupt errors of the papal apoſ- 


racy ; and all thoſe who bear witneſs for civil liberty againſt the 


tyrannies and oppreſſions of thoſe princes and governors, whoſe 
paſſions have enſlaved mankind, and deſolated the earth, The 


number of theſe witneſſes has in general been but ſmall ; yet, 
though they have propheſied in fackcloth, God, in his god 
providence, has always preſerved to mankind a ſucceſſion of 
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both deſeriptions. Even wiſe and good men have not, Sa 
ſufficiently conſidered the worth and importance of the witneſſes 


of the latter defcription, in fulfilling the great defigns of God's 
goodneſs towards men; and hence they have almoſt always in. 


terpreted this prophecy as relating to the fate of religion only; 
as if the civil and political ſtate of men, were held in little con. 
ſideration by the Lord of the whole earth. But can any man 
ſhew a good reaſon why the Hampdens, Sydneys, Loctes, and Hoad. 
leys, may not be conſidered as God's witneſſes in their exertions 
in the cauſe of ci liberty, though it may be eſteemed an infe- 
rior capacity, as well as thoſe who have been employed in the 


defence of pure religion only? Both have wrought in the 


cauſe of God, and both have propheſied in ſackcloth. 
If we candidly conſider the matter, the fourth verſe ſeems to 


- confirm the foregoing ideas. And although what is ſaid in the 


Hb and ſixth yerſes is more obſcure, yet, as far as I can un- 
derſtand them, they are not inapplicable to either of theſe cha- 
" raters. Ver. 4. Theſe are the two olive trees, and the two can- 

dleſticłs, landing before the God of the whole earth. We have 
long been uſed to affix to theſe two beautiful tropes, olive trees 
and candleſiicks, the idea of ſaints; but this is by no means eſ- 
ſential, for they neceſſarily imply no more than excellence in 


that character which is ſuſtained, whether religious or civil. 


Allufion is here made to the emblems under which F/ſhua and 
Zerubbabel, were repreſented to the prophet Zechariah (chap. iv. 
: 11—14.); one of whom was employed in re-eſtabliſhing, (af- 
ter the captivity,” and in a time of religious and civil perſecu- 
tion) the religious, and the other the civil polity, of the Jews. 
And what have the champions, in all ages, and in all coun- 
tries, who have combated tyrants in the cauſe of liberty and 
juſtice, as well as the advocates for the uncorrupted truth of 
Jeſus been, but golden candleſticks, whoſe lights have illumi- 
nated this dark world, and which have at once made conſpicu- 
' ous, the rights of men and the enormities of oppreſſors- the 


truth of os and the impictics of antichriſt ? And but for the 
eil 
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cal of both theſe, in their different characters, being kept 


burning, by that oil of benevolence towards man, and love to 


the truth of God's word, which the olive trees repreſent, the 


carth had been involved in univerſal darkneſs, and the triumphs 
of oppreſſion and error had been complete. 


What follows is ſtill more highly figurative. Ver. 5, 6. 
And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, 
and devoureth their enemies. And if any man will hurt them, he 
muſt in this manner be killed. Theſe have power to ſhut heaven, 
that it rain nat in the days of their prophecy : and have power over 
waters, to turn them to Vlad, and to fmite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will. What is here affirmed, has never 
been literally fulfilled, nor is it likely that it ever will. There 
is ſome ſimilarity between theſe plagues and thoſe to be inflicted 
under the firſt four vials. Rev. xvi. There, on the pouring 
out of the firſt vial, there fell a grievous fore upon the men who 
| had the mark of the beaſt, and upon them who. worſhipped his 


image; here, the witneſſes ſmite the earth with all plagues.— 


There, on the pouring out of the ſecond and third vials; the ſea 
and the rivers became blood; here, the witneſſes turn the waters 
into blood, and reſtrain the rain of heaven. There, on pouring 
out the fourth vial upon the ſun, men were ſcorched with great 


heat ; here, fire procceds out of the mouths of the witneſſes to 
devour their enemies. May not this highly figurative deſerip- 


tion be made more intelligible thus? The witneſſes for reli- 


gious truth and civil liberty, although they ſhall defend their 
cauſe under great oppreſſions, yet ſuch, under Providence, ſhall 
be the effect of their zeal, eloquence, and exertions, in the cauſe 
of God and man, that they ſhall occafion great vexations to their 


enemies, and kindle a fire, which, in the end, ſhall conſume 


their oppreſſors, and their ſyſtems together. And ſuch advan» 
tages ſhall they have, from the ſpirit of their attacks, and the 


| ſucceeding providence of God, that, from the mode of war 


which will then prevail, fire will ſeem to iſſue from their 
F * | mouths, 
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mouths, and deſtroy their oppoſers. f Such ſhall be the effects 


of their arguments and exertions on the minds of men, that 


the political heavens ſhall refuſe to yield that rain which uſed 
to ſwell thoſe rivers that fed the great ſea of oppreſſion. And 
all the rivers ſhull be dry. Such ſhall be the effects of their 
unexampled efforts in the cauſe of truth and juſtice,—in the 
cauſe of injured man,—that, in the end, avenging juſtice ſhall 
turn upon their enemics, and render to them according to their 
deeds. If ſomething of this kind be not meant by theſe 
powers which are given to the witneſſes, I own I am at an utter 
| boſs to conceive what the Holy Spirit intended. 


But not only may the wickedneſs of the French people, as 
has been noticed, be conſidered as an objeRion to their cauſe 


being of God; but ſome may fuppoſe that the calamities which 
they endure, and the 'diſappointments which they experience, 
muſt be looked upon as a proof that their riſing againſt their 


oppreſſors, is not the commencement of the reſurrection of the 


witneſſes, even though we ſhould conſider it as a political one. 


By no means. The gathering of the diſperſed Jews, prepa- 


ratory to their converſion, is their political reſurrection (Ezek. 


XXXvil.) and yet we are informed by many prophecies, that, af- : 
ter this, they are. to endure great ſufferings, and by which a_ 


great part of them are to periſh, both in their way to their own 


land, and after their arrival there ; (Ezek. xx. 38. Zech. xii. 


25 3. Kili. 8, 9. Iv. 3; Þ 7. and it will not be till the 


Ia this viſion which John had, we muſt ſuppoſe, that the parties in hos 
conflicts piſſed in review before him. As fire-arms were then unknown, it was 


not poſlible for John, when he ſaw a viſion of one of our modern battles, to un- 


derſtand the principles of what he ſaw, unleſs he was favcred with particular 


_ Inftruftion from the angel; and which, as it was not neccfſary, i is not probable, _ 


Suppoſe, then, tha: on the rifing ground before him, he ſaw the armies of the 


wi:nefſes and of their oppoſers, drawn up in battle array; the witneſſes, of 


courſe, occupying the higheft ground in the ſcene, and poſſeſſing moſt of his at- 
tention. The conflict commerces. He ſees the fire run from column to column 


along the ranks, and hears the thunder. He beholds the enemy fall, and ty f 
witneſſes finally triumphant. In ſuch a viſion, ae fre would ſe em to come out 1 


7 of their mouths and devour their enemies. 
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hols are purged out from among them, nor till the laſt extre- 
mity, that the Lord will appear for their deliverance * tho- 
rough converſion. | 


And when they had finiſhed their „ h i. e. when the | 


thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days are about to draw to 


a concluſion, the beaft that aſcendeth out of the battomleſs pit, ſhall 


make war againſt them and kill them. Here our ſecond queſtion 
preſents itſelf, Who, or what is it, that is ſet forth by this 
beaſt? _ | ' 

If the poſition reſpeQing the ſecond beaſt i in the thirteenth 
| chapter be made good, I anſwer, the Freneh tyranny under 


Lewis XIV. who came up out of the bottomleſs quagmire. For 


as the abyſs does not neceſſarily mean what is commonly un- 
derſtood by the bottomleſs pit, hell, (though in a ſenſe, from 
thence he.came, ) there appears a peculiar propriety in thus ex- 


plaining it: for taken altogether, and conſidering that ſome 


particular part of the antichri iſtian city, t is to be the ſcene of the 
ſufferings, death and reſurrection of the witneſſes, the beaſt de- 
ſeribed in this elevenih chapter, agrees better with the ſecond 
beaſt in the thirteenth chapter, than with the firf. And let us 
remember it muſt be one of them, or we create a third beaſt 
which was not ſhewn to John in any of the following expla- 
natory viſions ; and it is not probable that ſo intereſting an ob- 
je& would be preſented in this miniature picture, which is not 
to he found in any of thoſe which are on a larger ſcale.. With 
Lewis it perfectly agrees. We have heard how he made war, 
both upon the witneſſes for the pure. religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and upon thoſe for civil liberty too, and flew them. By his 


continued and multiplied perſeoutions and uſurpations, and par- 


ticularly by the revocation of the Edict of Nants, he flew the 


+ By the antichriſtian city, or, what, in the book of the Revelation, is called 


the city of Babylon and B2byln the Great, we are not always to underſtand Rome 
only; but the myſtical Babylon is that antichriſtian tyranny and ſyſtem of corrup- 
tion which has, in different ages, more or leſs, ſpread itſelf over all Europe. 
Rome is the center and court, and the ten kingdoms, or 2 2 25 appear to he 
eonfidered as the ſtreets of this city. 
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former eſpecially, but with them the greater part of thoſe of the 
latter deſcription ; for the true friends of religion and of reli... 
gious liberty, if they know any thing of their principles, are the 
firmeſt friends of civil liberty alſo; as that which is moſt inti- 
mately connected with the defigns of Chriſt, and the triumphs 
of that uncorrupted truth wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 
There is no nation exiſting which, firſt and laſt, has pro- 
| duced ſuch a number of faithful witneſſes againſt papal cor. 


« 
FRE 7 


ruptions and tyrannies, as France. No people have ſo long a | 
liſt of martyrs and confeffors to ſhew, as the Proteſtants of that : 
country; and there is no royal family in Europe which has f 
ſhed, in the ſupport of Popery, half the blood which the Ca- by 
pets have ſhed. Who deluged the earth with the blood of the a 
Maldenſes and lbigenſ: „ that inhabited the ſouthern parts of 
France, and bore teſtimony againſt the corruptions and uſurpa- l 
tions of Rome? The cruel kings of France, flew above a mil. ; 
lion of them. — Who ſet on foot, and headed the executioners : q 
of the maſſact᷑e of Bartholomew, which laſted ſeven days, and in 1 
which, ſome ſay, near fifty thouſand Proteſtants were murdered th 
in Paris, and twenty-five thouſand more in the provinces — 11 
Ie royal monſters of France. A maſfacre this, i in which nej- | 
ther age nor ſex, nor even women with child, were ſpared; b. 
for the butchers had received orders to ſlaughter all, even babes Py 
at the breaſt, if they belonged to Proteſtants. The king him- * 
{elf ſtood at the windows of his palace, endeavouring to ſhoot = 
thoſe who fied, and crying to their purſuers, Fill em, kill en. be 
For this maſſaere publie rejoicings were made at Rome, and * 
11 other Catholic countries. Unnumbered thouſands of Pro- 
| teſtants were ſlain in the civil wars of France, for their attach- MW - 
| uf: 
ment to their principles. But as if Lewis XIV. had deter- k 
mined to outdo all his precedeſſors in perſecution, he perpetrated, 8 
by the baſe inſtruments of his deſpotiſm, all the enormities con- ah 
nected with the revocation of the edict of Nants. Thoſe who 


-wiſh to fee a full account of the eruelties of this horrid perſ:- 


cation „a perſecution which did not wholly ceaſe till the Revo 
| lution 
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Jution in 1789, may conſult Mr. Claude's Complaints of the Pro- 
teſtants of France. After ſetting forth the unheard- of barbari- 
ties which were practiſed” previous to the revecation of this 
edit, and enumerating the articles of the edict which cruſhed 


the cauſe of Proteſtantiſm in that country, he ſays, (p. 114. 9 
« In the execution of this edict, in the very ſame day that it 


was regiſtered and publiſhed at Paris, they began to demoliſh 


the church at Charenton. The oldeſt miniſter thereof (Mr. 


Claude) was commanded to leave Paris within four and twenty 
hours, and forthwith to quit the kingdom. His colleagues 
were little better treated, they gave them forty-eight hours to 
leave Paris. The reſt of the miniſters were allowed fifteen 
days. But it can hardly be believed to what vexations and 


ceruelties they were expoſed, they neither permitted them to diſ- 
poſe of their eſtates, nor to carry away with them any of their 
moveables. Beſides, they would not give them leave to take 
along with them, either father or mother, brother or ſiſter, or 
any of their kindred, though they were many of them infirm, 


decayed, and poor, who could not ſubſiſt but by their means. 
They went ſo far as even to deny them their own children, if 
they were above ſeven years old ; nay, ſome they took from 


them that were under that age, and even ſuch as vet hanged on 


their mothers breaſts z and refuſed them nurſes for their new- 
born infants, which their mothers could not give ſuck to. In 


ſome frontier places they ſtopped, under various pretences, the 
baniſhed miniſters, and put them in priſon. Then after 


they had thus detained them, they would tell them, that the 


| fifteen days of the edict were expired, and they could not now 


have liberty to retire, but muſt be ſent to the gallies. 


« As to the reſt, whom the force of perſecution and hard 
. uſage conſtrained to leave their houſes and eſtates, and fly the 
kingdom, it is not to be imagined what dangers they expoſed 
themſelves to. Never were orders more ſevere, or more ſtrict _ 


than thoſe that were given againſt them. They doubled the 


guards in 1 ſea-port * highways and fords ; they covered the 


country 
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ſtop or kill thoſe that paſſed. By theſe means they quickly 
filled all the priſons in the Kingdom; for the dread of the dra. 
goons, who were quartered upon them to oblige them to-em- 


brace popery ; the horror of ſeeing their conſciences forced, and 
their chiſdren taken from them, and of living for the future J 


in a land where there was neither juſtice nor humanity for 


them; obliged every one to think of eſcape, and to abandon all | 


to ſave their perſons. All the poor priſoners have been treated 
with unheard of rigor, confined in dungeons, loaded with heavy 
almoſt ſtarved with hunger, and deprived of all con- 
They put many into monaſ- 


chains, Al 
' verſe but with their perſecutors. 


teries, where they have experienced the worſt of cruelties. 
Some, indeed, have been ſo happy as to die in the midſt of their 
torments; but others have at length ſunk under the weight of 
the temptation ; and ſome, again, by the extraordinary aſſiſtance 
This 


was the ſtate of. things [p. 122. J in the latter end of the year . 


of God's grace, do ftill ſuſtain it with an heroic courage. 


1685, and the full accompliſhment of the threats the clergy 
had made us three years before, towards the end of their pre- 


| tended paſtoral letter, in which they ſay, Ye mut expect miſeries 


incomparably more dreadful and intolerable, than all thoſe which 
hitherto your revolt and your ſchiſm have drawn upon you. 
truly they have not been worſe than their word.” ——Cruel 


clergy! are theſe the miniſters of the merciful Jeſus ?—Fiends 
Are, theſe the powers which 


from hell! Cruel government! 
are ordained of God, and which men are bound to obey on 


pain of the divine diſpleaſure? 


Such ' poſitions are among the blaſphemies of periſhing oppreſ- 


Aors. (Rev. xvi. 9, II, 21.) When this bloody religion, and 
ſuch inhuman tyrannies fall, and their baſe inſtruments periſh, . 


under the vengeance of the oppreſſed, is it any wonder that the 
angels ſhout, Thou art righteous,, O Lord! they have ſhed the 


blead of Janet and Es and thou haft given them blood te 
: "Ip ink, | 


ey with ſoldiers ; they armed even the peaſants, either to 


And 


| To maintain ſuch a poſi- 
tion is a flander on the juſtice and goodneſs of the Creator. 
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| drink; for they are worthy ? Shall not God take vengeance 
He ſurely will. He hath promiſed that he will. The falſe 


friends of Chriſtianity, and all the creatures of tyranny will howl 


and ery, Alas! alas! that great city! But God will ſay, Re- 


joice over her, thou heaven ! Vengeance is mine, I will repay. 


But does not this perfect the beaſtly character of Lewis? He 


it was, alſo, who gave the death-wound to the civil liberties of 
France, by taking from the Parliaments all their remaining 


power, and from France every ſhadow of freedom. Their 


ancient conſtitution had been long impairing, It was under- 


mined by the crafty Lewis XI. and had been nearly ſwept away - 
by the daring and ſanguinary councils of Richelieu, under Lewis 
XIII. The aſſembly of the ſtates had been diſuſed ever fince 


the beginning of this monarch's reign. The laſt time of its 


meeting was in the year 1614. But all civil liberty did not then | 


expire. Its complete extinction was left for this tyrant. © For 


heretofore,” ſays Puffendorf, in the ſtyle of a court ſycophant, 
« the Parliament of Paris uſed to oppoſe the king's deſigns, 
under a pretence that they had ſuch a right. That the king 
could not do any thing of moment without its conſent. But 
the king has taught it only to intermeddle with judicial buſineſs, 
and ſome other concerns, which the king now and then is pleaſ- 
cd to leave to its deciſion.” 2, 


G | Thus 
+ Thus did this tyrant eftabliſh a perfect defpotiſm, and from his days te 
the time of the revolution in 1789, the people were ſtrangers to both civil and 
el'gious liberty. It is true that perſecution and violence have not continued 
erer ſince to rage in the ſame degree, If they had, that kingdom muſt have 
«en de populated, and not an object left to be tyrannized over ; and not only that 
country laid waſte, but all the acceſſib e world. The ſame ſyſtem of oppreſſion 
was purſued, though not always to the ſame length; the ſame tyrannic laws 
continued in Force, and were exerciſed whenever the king or his courtiers con- 


ceived it neceſſary for the promotion of the ie meaſures. The. la e banichmen 2 | 


and impri ſonments of the members of the Parliament of Paris, for refuſing to 
regiſter thoſe loans (becauſe they thought them oppreſſive to the people) which 
lle court demanded, are in every one's memory, And though ſome, to anſwer 
their own unworthy purpoſes, mY ende avour to perſuade us to the, contrary, 
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Thus periſhed liberty, thus periſhed the renowned reformers 
of France, whoſe faithfulneſs will be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance, and whoſe ſufferings will be avenged in the downfal of 
that tyranny which inflicted them. For though their dead bodies 
ſhall lie in the Rreet of the great city, of myſtical Babylon, which 
Jpiritually is called, on account of its lewdneſs and perſecutions, 
Sodom and Egypt, where alſo our Lord, in his members, was | 
crucified ; (ver. 8.) and though the people, and kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations, ſee their dead bodies three days and a half, 
and ſhall not ſuffer them to be put into graves, (ver. 9.) though few 
or none of the nations will, comparatively,t have any pity on them, 
to yield them aſſiſtance, or to do for them any office of humanity, 
but may even rejoice over them (many of them at leaſt) and make 
merry, and ſend gifts one to anather, becauſe theſe two prophets who 
tormented them, are ſlain, (ver. 10.) though, inſtead of aſſiſting 


yet, to the diſintereſted and diſpaſionate, theſe tyrannic proceedings appear | 
manifeſtly to have been the S_ whicly en the dowafal of the n 85 
Lewis XVI. | 5 © ; 
+ This indifference is perfectly conſiſtent with the aſylum which the hunted 
Proteſtants of France, who could eſcape from their country, f..und in the neigh- V 
bouring ftates and kingdoms ; for whatever ſympathy individuals might feel, / 
and all true Chriſtians certainly felt, and though, for the ſake of their manufac- 3 
turies, property, increaſe of population, and in pity for their ſufferings, they 
received and encouraged them, yet what nation ever armed in their defence, 0! 
even moved a finger, | comparatively, for the relief of all the thouſands, who were 
firſt unarmed, and then offered the mark of the beaſt, or baniſtment, the gallies, 
the dungeon, the rack, and death? What proteſtant nation did any thing worth 
calling an exertion in favor of all the thouſands and hundreds ot thouſands wlis 
were hunted, like wild beaſts, by popiſh prieſts and their blood houzds ; ard 
driven from cheir coumtry, or murdered, —of all the thouſarids and tensof thou 
ſands, who, for a good conſcience, were torn from their families, immured is 
dungeons, condemned to the gallies, or delivered over to the infolence and cru 
elty of the dragoons Not one! When an opportunity offered for 2 
ſomething for them, at the peace of Ryſwick, in 1697, and again in 1714, © 
which time four hundred were ſtill groaning on board tke gallies, or periſhint 
in dungeons, there was not one ſtipulation in their favor! But the fall of (64! 
tyranay which inflicted theſe enormities, produces a ſhock which is felt from ont 
end of the earth to the other, Whence is this? What will the iſſue be; wo 


What the fate of liberty ? 
them, 


Fs - 
«= 


r 


thim; , they may wiſh their everlaſting extinction, or exert them- 
ſelves ever ſo much againſt them—when the days are fulfilled, 
they ſhall awake in their children and ſucceſſors, and ſhake and 
overturn, from its deepeſt foundations, the tyranny which flew 


them. And after three days and a hal, 51 the * 77 life yrom 1 


entered into them. (ver. 11.) 


Here the third queſtion ot itſelf. What duration of 


time are we.to underſtand by theſe three days and a half ? 
Before I offer my interpretation of this number, there is one 


_ conſideration which claims our attention. On a careful exa- 
mination, we ſhall find in all the predictions of the prophets, 


that although they give us aſſuranee of the facts, yet the time 


of their accompliſhment is left in a ſtate of uncertainty. And 
even where dates are fixed, as in the predictions reſpecting the 
return of the Jews from Babylon, after 70 years captivity, and 


the appearance of the Meſſiah after 70 weeks, or 490 years; 


yet the commencement of theſe periods, or the mode of calcu- 
lation, is involved in obſcurity, till light is thrown upon them 
by the event. It never was intended that men ſhould know 
with certainty when any future event is to take place, and this 
for an obvious reaſon. The prophecies, we fhould remember, 


were deſigned not to gratify our curioſity, but to confirm our 
faith in the truth of the divine word, by their accompliſhment. 


And hence the neceſſity that theſe three days and a half ſhould 


have a different meaning from the common prophetic days, that 


thus the time might not ſo eaſily be aſcertained, till the accom- 


pliſhment ſhould lead men to their true intention. Were the pro- 
phecies ſo clear that every one could preciſely know the circum- 
ſtances, and the time to which they refer, hindrances, if we 


may ſpeak thus, would be thrown i in the way of God's deſigns, 


and, in many caſes, a check would be given to the neceflary ex- 
ertions and purſuits of men. All the latter part of the laſt 


century, thinking people of all countries were expecting the ac- 
compliſhment of the 1260 years, (the time of the beaſt's power,) 
On the revotation of the Edict of Nants, the whole Proteſtant 
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world, and eſpecially the poor“ afflicted French, were of opi- 
nion, that the unequalled perſecutions which were then endured 
were the ſlaying of the witneſſes, and they were on tiptoe look. 
ing for the end of the three days and a half. + What is here 


laid down, particularly, that the days here ſhould have a differ- 


ent meaning from thoſe other days in this book, being granted, 


(as I think it muſt) let us proceed to ſeck an anſwer to this very 


intereſting queſtion : Wheat length of time is Winded by theſe three 
days and a half ? Te ; . 

Muy anſwer is, that days i in this 11th 3 are 8 50 1 with 
months i in the 2d verſe, or, if you pleaſe, lunar days, reckoning, 


as the Jews did, thirty days to a month, and, as is the method 
In calculating the above forty-two months, to make them agree : 


with the 1.260 days in verſe the third. 
Thirty multiplied by three, adding fifteen for the half Pg. 


makes 105. - When this way of reckoning firſt occurred to my 


mind, I had no idea of the events which this number conneQ- 


* One of them, Peter Farieu, ſays, ©* I know not from what time God fhall 


pleaſe to begin the ' reckoning of the three years and a half. Not but that I 
ſtrongly hope, that God intends to begin it at the time of the revocation of the 
evict of Nants, but this does not riſe to a full aſſurance.“ No, it did not com- 
port with the defigns of God, that any man ſhould certainly 8 before Fae 


accompliſhment. 


F See 8 Newton on the Prophecies in Locum. 


* Some knee ſuppoſed that theſe three FR and a half are to be reckoned 25 


we reckon the time, and times, and half a time, (chap. xii. 14.) taking them 


for Jewiſh years, (360 days) and then reckoning the days for years, I. e. 1260 
But this is ſubverſive of all that is ſaid from the ſeventh verſe and on; 
zt makes the whole duration of their propheſy ing the ſame with their finiſhing It 


Fears. 


The idea of lunar days, or months, ſeems a vaſt deal more feaſible, 
Originally, the Jews meaſured their monthz by the ſun, and then every month 


confiſted of thirty days. But after they came out of Egypt, they meaſured them 


by the courſe of the 2::0n, and then the firſt was of thirty days, the next of 
twenty- nine, and ſo alternately ; that which had thirty days was called a-com- 


plete month, and that which had but twenty: nine an incomplete month. From 


Chan e to change are 29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes. And it may not be 

8 

amis to recollect, that one lunar month is the length of the moon's day, for ſhe 
turns round her axis exact iy in the time that ſhe goes round the earth,” 


td; 


— 
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ed; for I did not recolle&t the year when the Edie of Nan. 
was revoked. But looking over Puick's Synodicon, found it to 


be October 18, 1685, to which if 105 be added, it brings us to 


1790; take off a few months, [if that ſhould be thought ne- 
ceffary) for the event taking place before the half day is quite 
expired, and it brings us to 1789, when the witneſſes were to 


be quickened. Whether this may ſtrike others as it ſtruck me, 
- when I firſt obſerved the coincidence, ] cannot tell; but, from 


this agreement of the number 105, with the time which elapſed 
between one of the greateſt perſecutions that was ever experi- 
eneed by Chriſtians, and this wonderful revolution which has 
taken place, a thouſand ideas ruſhed upon my mind. ls it pro- 
bable, is it poſſible, that this can be the quickening of the wit- 
neſſes? What! the olive trees? the candleſticks? I have 


always ſuppoſed theſe to be all ſaints !® And can that zeal which 


hath fired Frenchmen to combat for civil and religious liberty, 
be the ſpirit of life from God? Is this reſurrection, in the vi- 
fon, the riſing to this civil and religious liberty previous to bet- 
ter days ?—T will do all that I can to diſcover the truth. | 


* There are doubtleſs many characters among the French reformers who ſeem 
not to deſerve the honorable title of witneſſes; but was there ever a cauſe, 
however good, which agitated 2 nation, in which ſome bad charaQers did not 
mingle with the excellent? A mixture of good and evil ſeems inſeparable from the 
preſent ſtate of things. And let it be recollected, that as God in his providence 
may employ even bad men in a good work, eſpecially if, to effect the good, it 
ſnould be neceſſary to uſe them as inſtruments to infli the divine judgments, as 
is to be the caſe when papal tyrannies periſh ; ſo alſo, for the part which they 
a& as the inſtruments of God, and not on account of their moral character, they 


may be diſtinguiſned by an honorahle title, like this of wirneffes, Thus the icol- - 


atrous and cruel Medes and Perfians, who had no pity, are denominated God's 


ſanified ones, (Ia. Xlii. 3.) and Cyrus, their leader, is adorned even with that 
title which is one of the chief diſtinctions of the Son of God ,—his Meffiah, his 
C:rift or Anointed, (Iſa. xiv. 1.) The great and leading principles for which the 


French reformers have borne witneſs, the principles of civil and religious liber - 


y, are no novel noſtrums of philoſophers, but ſuch as were coeval with human 
nature, and which have been long recognized in this country, and what makes 


our happy conftitution the boaſt of W and which, it is to I eget. 
they will never ceafe to cheriſh, 


oh But 


- 
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— may poſſibly be aſked, Are days uſed in this ſenſe in 
. any other place of the holy ſeriptures? If not, this is a reaſon 


for rejecting this mode of calculation. Could we adduce a 
paſſage directly to the point, it would certainly ſtrengthen the 
hypotheſis very much; but though we may not be able to do 
this, all that can be argued from the failure is, that it weakens, 


but rot that it deſtroys the whole probability of the truth of the 


conjecture. All allow that the language of theſe kinds of pro- 
phecies is very enigmatical, and that days, in ſeripture, are 


often of a very indeterminate ſignification. But let us imagine 


a ſimilar caſe. Suppoſe on the appearance of our Saviour a 


Jew had faid to his neighbour, <* I think that by the ſeventy 


weeks of Daniel (chap. ix. 24—27.) we are to underſtand ſe- 
venty weeks of years, (ſeventy times ſeven,) or four hundred and 
ninety years, and that they are now about to be accompliſhed ; 
and hence it deſerves inquiry whether this Jeſus be not the Meſ. 
ſiah. It might have been objected, But where, in our ſacred 


ſcriptures, does a week, (y222) intend ſeven years-2—No where. 


But though this be the caſe, yet as this manner of reckoning 
ſeems to be quite conſiſtent with the enigmatical language of 
prophecy, the hypotheſis deſerves attention.” —It is true that 
the etymology of the Hebrew word is applicable to ſeven of 
years, as well as to ſeven of days ; but, as the venerable Mede 
ſays, (p. 599 of his works) The queſtion lies not in the ety- 
mology, but the uſe, where paw. always ſignifies ſeven, of 
days, and never ſeven of years; whereſoever it is abſolutely put, 
it means of days, is no where uſed of years. Gen. xxix. 27. 
The week which Laban would have Jacob fulfil before he gave 
him Rachel, was not the ſeven years ſervice, but the ſeven days 
| of Leab's wedding feaſt, as the Targum tranſlates, and the Lul- 


gary Imple hebdomadam dierum hujus copule, nor can it be other- 
- wiſe, by the age of Rachel's children.” 


Many have taken it for granted, that that apa n 
of the Meſſiah's ſpeedy coming, which prevailed among the 
Jews, about the time of our Lord: ae, originated from 

"their 


ad great men, 24 has already been obſerved, 
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their interpretation'of theſe weeks of Daniel. But this appears 


to be taken for granted without proof. It is more likely that 


their expectation aroſe from a tradition of a prophecy of Elias, 


which is well knawn to have been. generally received among 
them, viz. that the world was to ſtand ſeven thouſ ind years, 


two thouſand without the law, two thouſand under the law, two 
thouſand under the Meſſiah, and that then was to follow the 
ſabbatical thouſand ; as alſo from the viſit of the wiſe men 


from the eaſt; the teſtimonies of Simeon and Anna, and the mj- 


niſtry of John the Baptiſt, whom all the people took for a pro- 


phet. I can no where find that the Jews ever reckoned theſe .. 


weeks as ſevens of years. The objection then would have been 


as valid in the ſuppoſed caſe, as it is here reſpecting lunar days. 
But whatever the reader's opinion may be reſpecting theſe days, 

or the 1s witneſſes and the time of their being ſlain, I hope he 
will remember that this does not at all affect our main argu- 
ment reſpecting the ſecond beaſt being the tyranny of the Lew- 


iges, and the French revolution being the prelude to the ùſher- 


ing in of the third woe, the calamities which are to bring to 
an end all the en of the OY both civil and ecelgſiaſti- 
cal. | 
We have long | on praying, thy 8 come, a is there 
any probability that the preludes to it are arrived, the * earth- 
quakes which ſhake the kingdoms of the world, the ſigns in 


heaven above, and on the earth beneath: the darkening of the 


ſun and moon and the falling of the ſtars from heaven ? And 


ſhall we be unconcerned about the ſigns of the times? It is de- 
ſerving the moſt ſerious examination whether the revolution in 


France, be the beginning of the fulfilment of this prophecy. T1 1 


fay beginning, for according to the prophecies, if this be the 
event pointed out by the reſurrection of the witneſſes, we have 


as yet ſeen but the dawn of what is to come, nor ſhall we per- 


 ® Frery one that is acquinted W: tn prophetic language knows that theſe are 


f:urative repreſentati ons of commctions in nations, and cf the fall of princes 


_ haps 
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haps for fome time. Black and confliting clouds will darken 


the hemiſphere and obſcure our proſpect ; but they will ſpend. 


' themſelves and vaniſh. But were we ſure that this event is 
what we conjecture, yet no man could ſay, how long it would 
be before the ſpirit of life from -God would, by thoſe excel- 
lent operations, and in that larger degree, which we look for, 


enter into the witneſſes for goſpel truth; for they may be quick- 


ened with political life, and yet remain ſome time with a ſmall 
' ſhare of ſpiritual life.* But, 


Here the fourth que/tion, which this Inquiry about the wit- 


neſſes ſuggeſts, ariſes, hat are to be the conſequences of their 
-reſurreftion ? Although a general idea may be formed of that 


which is to take place, yet it 'does not appear poſſible to mark 
out with certainty, what relates to future events, wrapt up in 


I 6gures like thofe which follow in this book. But we may con- 
jeeture; our 
place with the predictions, and judge how far the prophecies are 


fulfilled, and not pry into futurity with an over- anxious curiofi- 


ty. Ver. 11. And after three days and a half the ſpirit & life 
From Gad entered into them. When their enemies thought them 


periſhed for ever, then, as under an impulſe from God, an un- 


exampled zeal, for liberty and ꝓ truth, ſuddenly actuated them. 
4 1 And 
Thus it is to be wich the Jews; for after their political reſurrection as a 
people, the great body of them will remain wicked, and therefore EXPCTIicuce 
the heavy judgments of God. Ezek. xx. 33—38. of 
+ The expreſſions, The ſpir.t ef life from God; and à great voice from heaven, 
are Jewiſh phraſes; for when that people would repreſent any thing as very 
great, or out of.the common way, they faid it was from the Lord, and from ha- 
ven, as, an evil ſpirit from the Lord troubled him, i. e. a very evil ſpirit. The 
trees of the Lord are full of p, i. e. the immenſely large cedars of Lebanon. 


Hu art. hou Fallen from Scaven: ' 1, e. from what a tees of Ng ps and great- 


neſs ! 


religious. liberty, yet their character ſeems very far from agreeing with what 
we. expect. from the witneſſes for goſpel truth. In the things of religion hey 
2 ppear to be no farther enlightened at preſent, than to ſee the rights of conſci-- 
ence, and the abſurdities and cruel oppreffions of the papal ſynem. This is 


certainly an important part of truth, and what promiſes to. pave. the way for 
: the 


5 - 


art is to compare thoſe events which have taken 


1 2 Airhoigh the F ELBA are actuated by an aſtoniſhing zeal for civil and 
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4 * Nood upon their foe; and great fear fell upon them that 
ſew them. And they heard a great voice from heaven, ſaying unto 
them, come up hither. The ſupreme power, by aboliſhing the 
aus under which they ſuffered political death, invited them to 
uit their ſtate of bondage, and aſſume equal liberty with their 
n they aſcended up to heaven—to a more dignified 
fate. And their enemies beheld them. Their old oppreſſors, 
and their abettors, contemplated the change which was taking 


place, both with aſtoniſhment and malice. Ver. 12. Aud the 


ſame hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth part of the 
ity fell, —Inſtantly, on theſe witneſſes for civil and religious 


liberty being ſtirred up, as by a ſupernatural impulſe on-their 
minds, to claim and vindicate their impreſcriptible rights, this 


monarchy, which was. one of the ten horns of the papal beaſt, 


and the tenth, as it was that which roſe. laſt) or one of the ten : 


frcets of the antichriſtian city, * was ſo agitated by the con- 
fich between the witneſſes for liberty and the ſupporters of deſ- 


potiſin, that it Fell, and its abominable oppreſſions iſſued in its 
utter ruin; and that as in one-hour, The progreſs of liberty, 
in the deſtruction of eſtabliſhed ryrannies, is generally flow ; - 


and that which was ages in erecting, is ages alſo in pulling down; 


but, the change of things here, is not according to the common 


courſe of events; the witneſſes awake, the conflict commenzes, 
ad the tyranny falls, as in one hour. : 

And in the earthquake were flain of men feven Ab. Thus 
tis in our tranſlation, but in the original it is, There were Hain 


f ſeven W names s of men. Lhe violence of war uſed bs 


the trium; hs of pure religion; and perhaps, conſidering the — of that 
brknets emerged from, it may be as much as could rationably be expected at 


ch beginning. of ſuch a reformation. .. But of true godtineſs there appears bug 


little at preſent; and it is to be feared that they, as well as moſt other nations, 


nuſt endure great ſufferings before we ſhall ſee that repentance which 2 pre- A 


cede the happy days promiſed i in God's word. 
See Bp. Newton, Dr. Goodwin, eh and Lowman, on this paſſages 
1 By ſeven thouſand we are not to ſuppoſe, that exactly this number is to 


periih, © up 2 common figure of ſn it is a certain amber ir an uncer- 


tains 


a * > 1 
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be directed againſt the perſons of men, but now againſt their 
names. —Thoſe titles and privileges, under the ſhield of which 
they have been wont to cm with panty; » fo many cruel 
oppreſſions. | 

And the remnant gave glory to the Gad of Sabo, After a vio- 
lent conflict, for ſome time, between the witneſſes and their 
oppoſers, the former prevailed, and thoſe who had been rather 
ſpectators of the conteſt, than actors in it, unitcd themſelves to 
their cauſe; and thus, though, at leaſt, many of them might 
not be actuated by theſe views, they glorified God in promoting 


his grand and good deſigns in this change of things which he 
de 
was now effecting, in the overthrow of antichriſtian deſpotiſm , 
r 


and perſecution. Te can diſcern the face of the fey, but can 
ye not diſcern the figns of the times *** Why even of yourſelve c 
judge ye not what is right 2+ Ah! the anſwer to this queſtion : 


is too obvious. The Lord forgive them, who, to promote their ig 
-own defigns, have blinded your eyes and perverted your judz- = 
ment! In doing this they have But, the Lord reigneth, 8 
Jet the earth rejoice. Claude and darkneſs are round aboul 2 
him ; but righteouſneſs and 212, are the We F hit 
throne. 7 84 | x 
Ver. 14. The W woe is paſt, and behold the third w: 

| * quickly. The two former woes reſpecting the -Saracen: 5 
and Turks, which are denominated woes on account of the ter : 
rible calamities which they occaſioned to mankind, being no - 
paſſed by, and this internal commotion, in the country whe 
t he witneſſes firſt begin to ariſe, being pretty well ſettled, behold 
a ſtate of things pn, . introduces a ſcene Ou wilt 85 
IMS - 1 
Ver. 15. Behold K's third wae cometh 3 tot the jt | 
venth angel ſounded, and there were great voices in heaven, ſaying 8 
the 8 of this world are become the Kingdoms of the Lord 2 


tain. Or, as 2 perfe number, it may intend all, i.e, all the ticles of men 
that country. | * 
” Matth. Xvi. * + Labs xii, 57. 3 Pf, xevii. 1 
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and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. We are 
not to underſtand by this, that, on the ſounding of the ſeventh 
trumpet, the kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace, and univerſal 
happineſs 1 is inſtantly to commence ;- but that that great ſcene 
now opens which is'to prepare the way for it. The eighteenth 
verſe obliges us to interpret it thus: The nations were angry, and 
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they ſhould be 
judged :—the time when thou wilt avenge the blood which 
tyrants have ſhed, and deſtroy them which have de eftroyed the earth. 
The nations will be enraged at this change of things, and unite 
to oppoſe it, and great woes are to follow ;—woes which all 
deſcriptions of men, it is likely, will feel, that they may be 
brought to repentance; but which will, in their iflue, fall 


the wrath of God ; for, as we have already obſerved, this chap- 
ter contains a complicated viſion of a long courſe of events, in 


viſions on a larger ſcale. | 
But before we enter upon the conſideration of „ per- 


mit me to adduce ſome authorities, which, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider the time when they were written, more than a hundred 
years ago, tend very much to ſtrengthen the argument in favor 
of my hypotheſis reſpecting the witneſſes, their ſlaying and re- 
5 ſurrection. The firſt I ſhall mention is Peter Furieu, a French 
3 Proteſtant miniſter, whoſe works were publiſhed in Engliſh in 
„1687. He ſays, © The tenth part of the city which here fell, 
1 will, at ſome future time, appear to be the kingdom of France, 
where a revolution will take place about the year 1785, and a 

= ſeparation from the papacy follow, when the names of Monks 
: and Nuns, of Carmelites, Auguſtines, Dominicans, &c. ſhall 
; periſh for ever, and all thoſe vain titles and armorial bearings, 
which ſerve for ornament and pride, ſhall vaniſh, and brotherly 
love make all men equal. Not that there ſhall be no diſtine- 


tions, for it is not a kingdom of anarchy, but government ſhall 
| H 2 then 


chiefly upon the heads of antichriſtian oppreſſors, the upholders 
of the papacy. Now the angels begin to pour out the vials of 


miniature, which is afterwards A by ſeveral diſtinct 
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52 
then be without pride and infolence, without tyranny and a 
| Hence, and ſubjects ſhall obey their governors with an humble 
| Fpirit.” The time required, according to this author, after the 
quickening of the witneſſes (i. e. from the time of the revolu- 
tion) to deſtroy antichriſt, will be twenty or twenty. five years; 
and that it will take about ſeventy years more for the aboliſhing 
of ſeas and parties among Chriſtians, and for the converſion 
of the Jews and Heathens. -** And all this,” he ſays, “cannot 
be brought about without confufion and tumult, The popiſh 
empire cannot fall, but it muſt cauſe blood and a mighty noiſe.” 
Thus far Jurieu. 

Dr. Goodwin, who wrote a hundred and | fifty years ſince, in 
his Expeſition upon the Revelation, part I. chap. 7. has a great 
deal which is as aſtoniſhing as it is appoſite to the preſent argu- 

ment. He ſays, ſect. 6. © The ſaints and churches of France, 
God has made a wonder to me in all his proceedings towards 
them, firſt and laſt; and there would ſeem ſome great and ſpe- 
cial honor reſerved for them yet at the laſt; for it is certain, 
that the firſt light of the goſpel, by that firſt and ſecond angel's 
_ | preaching in chapter the fourteenth (which laid the foundation 
of antichriſt's ruin) was out from among them, and they bore 


and underwent the great heat of that morning of perſecution, - 


And. ſo, 


which was as great, if not greater, than any fince. 


as that kingdom had the firſt great ſtroke, ſo now it ſhould 
have the honor of having the laſt great Won in the ruin of 


Rome.” 


SeR. 5th he ſays, on Rev. xi. By the e here is 
meant a great concuſſion or ſhaking of ſtates, politics or eccle- | 
i ſiaſtical.— The effect of this earthquake, and fall of this tenth 


part of the city, is killing ſeven thouſand of the names of men.— 


Now, by men of name, in ſcripture, is meant men of title, of- 


fice, and dignity.— As in the caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ſo here 
a civil puniſhment falls upon theſe. —For having killed theſe 
: witneſſes themſelves are to be killed (hap! 9 by * bereft of 


their | 
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| their names and titles, which are to be rooted out for ever, and 


condemned to perpetual forgetfulneſs,” | 

The ſingular agreement of preſent events with . theſe 
authors foretold from the prophecies, ſo many years ago, is a 
circumſtance which merits the ſerious attention of all wiſe and 
conſiderate men; for it certainly adds great weight to the con- 


jecture, that what has taken place in France, is the beginning 


of the final downfal of the papal uſurpations and tyrannies. 


And if it ſhould be fo, woe be to them who attempt to uphold _ 
_ what God has willed to fall! In the ordinary wars which 


nations have waged, they have, perhaps, loſt one or two hun- 


| dred thouſand lives, and ſlaughtered as many of their enemies; 


countries have been laid waſte, and taxes incurred, to the op- 
preſſion of the induſtrious; but in other reſpects they may have 


| fat down much as they were; but, if the preſent conteſt be 


what there is reaſon to ſuſpect it, not merely a war of man 
againſt man, but of Ged againſt antichriſtian uſurpations and op- 
preſsions, the ifſue to thoſe who oppoſe his deſigns, muſt be dif- 


' ferent. Though, as was the caſe with the I Hyriant, and with 


Cyrus, & the inſtruments which he uſes may not nato him, nor 
mean to fulfil + his will, yet they may be the rod of bas anger 


to accompliſh his councils. 
Let us now revert to the queſtion, 2 are to be the conſe- 


quences of the reſurrection of the witneſſes * Soon after it, the 
ſeventh trumpet is to ſound, which is the ſignal for the ſeven 
angels to pour out their vials of God's wrath upon the anti- 


chriſtian kingdom. as this ſeventh trumpet been blown? Is 

it ſounding? Or is it about to ſound for the angels to prepare - 
to execute the vengeance of God, on the mother of harlots and 
all abominations? My heart trembles at the idea of thoſe cala- 
mities which are to ſweep the earth, and of thoſe convulſions 


which ſhall ſhake kingdoms and nations! Who would not 


fear thee, O King of nations ? for to thee doth it IE * 


, Iſa. x. 5—7. + Iſa. xlr. 4. 8 ler. 1. 
7 At 
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At thy * the earth ſhall tremble, and the nations bean not 
be able to abide thine indignation !” 

As to the gathering of the vintage in the fourteenth 3 
it appears to me, that it properly falls under one or more of the 
vials, and, as Dr. Goodwin has well explained it, ſeems to be 
a viſion of the vengeance which is to be executed upon the Pro- 
teſtant party; for the wine preſs is ſaid to be trodden without 
the city, i. e. without the juriſdiction or reach of the ciry of 
Nome; and is repreſented in a ſeparate viſion, on purpoſe to 
ſhew that vengeance will fall even upon ſuch kingdoms and 
nations as had caſt off the Pope's ſupremacy. Dr. Gil and 
others have ſuppoſed, that the Proteſtant nations will again re- 
turn to Popery, and perſecute with great violence. But Dr. 
Goodwin's idea is more -probable. He ſays, in his Expoſition, 
part II. chap. I.“ Whether the wine preſs will be brought 
into this country, he only knows who is the Lord both of the 
harveſt and the vintage; only this may be more confidently at- 

| firmed, that thoſe carnal Proteſtants in England and other places, 
who like the outward court have been joined to the people of 
God, ſhall yet, before the expiration of the beaſt's kingdom 
and number, be more or leſs given up to the Papiſts, and be 
made to vail to them, if not all of them, by bloody wars, and 
conqueſts, yet by ſome baſe and unworthy yielding to them, as 
a juſt puniſhment of their carnal profeſſion of the goſpel.” 
And the wine preſs was. tredden without the city, and the bloed - 
came out of the wine preſs, even unts the horſes bridles, by the ſpace 
of a thouſund and fix hundred furlongs. The Ts avert 0 
this country ſuch a judgment! 

How incompetent is man to judge of the ways of God !— 
While the trumpet is blowing, and the angels arc preparing to 
pour the divine vengeance on the heads of tyrants and their ſup- 
Porters, and to fpread deſolation and woe for the ſins of men, 

The number of the beaft, as we have endeavoured to prove above, is the 
tyranny of the Lewises; and as to have the mdrk of the beaſt is to pay homage 


to the h beaſt, the uſurped power of the Pope and his clergy ; ſo to have this 
Amber is to be devoted to the ſupport of the tyranny of the ſzcand beaſt. 
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the great army of ſaints and martyrs in heaven ſing, Great and 


marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are 


thy ways, thou King of ſaints !—All nations ſhall come and wor- 
ſhip before thee, for thy judgments are made manifeſt ! | 


Rev. xvi. 1. And I heard a great voice out of the temple, ſay- 


ing to the ſeven angels, Go your ways and pour out the vials of the | 
_ wrath of God upon the earth. It appears to me, that although 


we muſt ſuppoſe a conformity to the order of the viſion, in 


5 inflicting the plagues of theſe ſeven vials, yet, perhaps, it will 


not be ſuch a formal one, as to exclude all mixture. It ſtrikes 


me, that although the vial which is to be poured out upon 


the earth, will commence firſt, and that on the ſea follow, yet 
their falling ſtreams will mingle ; and although the full torrent 
of the latter vials may not commence, yet ſome ſmall portion 
of them may be daſhed upon the rivers, the ſun, or the throne 
of the beaſt, while the firſt are pouring out ; and although the 


| plagues of the latter vials will commence laſt, as in the viſion, 


yet the ſtreams of the former may ſtill be running. The an- 
gels ſaying of this woe, that it cometh quickly, and the circum- 


ſtance of the: ſeven angels with their vials all appearing, and 


being ſent out at the ſame time, ſuppoſes that they will all be 


employed together, to execute their miſſions on the ſeveral ob- 


jects of the divine diſpleaſure. And we may Ge that theſe 


judgments will ſoon be over. 


Were I to retail half the opinions of i on the n 


ing objects of the Divine vengeance, adding to them my own 
conjectures, this pamphlet would ſwell into a folio; but as I 


apprehend that the events which are here repreſented have not 
yet taken place, or at moſt, are but now e my re- 


flections ſhall be ſhort. 


Ver. 2. And the firſt went and poured ont his vial upon the earth, 


and there fell a noiſome and grievous ſore upon the men which had 


the mark of the beaſt, and upon t them which worſhipped his image. 
The pouring out of this vial upon the earth may * refer 


1 xv. 3. 


to 
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to ſome pirticular country on the main, where the judgments 


of God are to commence ;z or, perhaps, we may be taught by 
this emblem, that the downfal of the antichriſtian kingdom 


ſhall begin with terrible wars on land, in which God's wrath 
ſhall be manifeſted againſt thoſe armies of land forces which 


have for ſo many ages been the baſis of tyrannie power, and 


who, at the nod of deſpots, have ſlaughtered their fellow-crea- 
tures, without . either thinking or caring about the juſtice or 
injuſtice of the cauſe ; who have been the baſe inſtruments, 
without a motive, of deſolating nations, and of carrying un- 
numbered woes from one end of the earth to the other. But 
the time of judging the cauſe of the dead is come, and both 


they who have the mark of the beaſt, i. e. who are the ſubjects 


and ſlaves of the papacy, and they who worſhip, or only ſerve 
and endeavour to ſupport the image of the beaſt, (which, ac- 
cording to what appears from chap. xiii. is the tyranny of the 
antichriſtian party in France, all ſuch as ſerve this image of the 
beaſt, though not papiſts and ſlaves to Rome) ſhall experience 


ſuch chaſtiſements and diſappointments in their attempts to 


ſupport what God has determined to overthrow, and fuch vio- 
lent and ſucceſsful attacks on their power, that they ſhall be 


deeply wounded, and grievouſly vexed; or, a noĩſome diſeaſe 
ſhall get into their camp, and cover the earth with their dead; 


that thus men may ſee the hand which ſmites them, and give 


glory to God. Je can diſcern the face the ſty, bus can je 


nzt diſcern the ſigns of the times ? Who 'drove back, and cut 
off, by a noifome and grievous diſeaſe, the invading army of 
- Brunſwick? He, who turneth the Roy of the wicked upſige 
down. : 

Ver, 3. And the 1 angel e out 55 wy" FE the ſea, 
and it became as the blood of a. dead man, and every living ſoul 


died in the fea. As in Iſa. Ix. 5. The abundance of the fca 
| ſhall be converted unto thee,” means the inhabitants of iflands, 


+ Matth. xvi..2. 


ind 
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and as © woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the ſea, 
chap. xii. 12. means woe to the inhabitants of continents and 
of iſlands, all mankind, ſo the pouring out of this ſecond vial 
on the ſea may indicate thoſe calamities which God will bring 
upon his enemies, the ſupporters of papal tyrannies, in ſuch ſitu- 
ations ; or, if the meaning of the pouring out of this ſecond 
vial of wrath is not to be reſtricted to this ſenſe, it may proba- | 
bly refer alſo to the deſtruction of naval armaments, whether 
in battle, or by, God's more immediate judgments. And ſo 
great will the deſtruction be, that the ſea will not only be ſtain- 
ed with blood, but become as the blood of a dead man. 
Ver. 4. And the third angel poured out his vial upen the rivers 
and fountains of water, and they became blood, Sc. This may 
be a repreſentation of thoſe judgments which are to fall on the 
inhabitants of inland countries, and where rivers abound, and 
have their ſources; or, as it has been generally explained, of 
that juſt vengeance which is to be inflicted upon thoſe orders 
of men, who, by the abuſe of power, both civil and eceleſiaſti- 
cal, have been the chief ſources of human miſery, and the 

great feeders of the ſea of oppreſſion. The calamities which 
are to attend this vial, are to be peculiarly grievous. This may 
be concluded from the following circumſtance : I heard the angel 
of the waters ſay, Thou art righteous, O Lord Thon haſt given 
them blood to drink, for they are worthy. The former judgments 
paſs in filent ſolemnity, as though the objects of them were 
leſs conſpicuous in guilt, but no ſooner is this vial poured out 
than it excites acelamations of praiſe. If this refer to the in- 
land countries of Europe, more eſpecially where the people are 
held in vaſſalage, and where both -the prieſts and nobles, above 
moſt others, rule the people with a rod of i iron, there ap 2 
peculiar fitneſs in theſe acelamations. 

Ver. 8. And the fourth angel poured out his vial FRE ah ſun. 
This appears to be either a repreſentation of God's awful ven- 
geance in viſiting the nations with unfriendly ſeaſons, that thus 
they may at once be humbled under his mighty hand, and be 
| . 1 | mere 
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more diſpoſed to 988 his deſigns in the Srerthee of anti- 


chriſtian ſyſtems of error and oppreſſion, or it is a prediction of 
the diſplay of God's wrath againſt thoſe ſyſtems of pride and 


deſpotiſm, which by their ſplendor have been dazzling, and by 
their violence conſuming mankind. Mr. Mede ſuppoſes this 
fun to be ſome ſplendid potentate of Europe, as the emperor or 
the king of Spain. But if it be not the emblem of unfriendly 


feaſons, I ſhould rather ſuppoſe it to repreſent the extinRion of 


deſpotiſm in general, than of an individual monarch or mo- 
narchy.® 


Ver. 40. 4 And the fifth angel ha out his vial upon the fea | 
of the beaft. This muſt be conſidered as referring to thoſe ca- 


lamities which God intends to bring more immediately upon 
the Pope, and upon that city and country where the throne of 


the beaſt ſtands. And we may expect ſoon to ſee heavy judg- 
ments fall upon the Roman Pontificate ; and that city to be 


facked and burnt which has been the ſource of fo many. eorrup- 


tions, and which has tyrannized, for ſo many ages, with ſpi- 


ritual deſpotiſm, over om * that have given their 
power to the beaſt. 


Ver. 12. And the ſixib angel poured out his vial ſos the great 


river Euphrates, and the water thereof was dried up, that the 
way of the kings of the eaſt might be prepared. The Turkiſh 
empire alſo ſhall experience the wrath of God for their abomi- 


* A friend has favored me with an extract from the works of Mr. R. File- 


ming, who, in a ſermon, printed 1701, applies it to the French monarchy, and 


fays, © Whereas Lewis XIV. took the ſun for his emblem, and for his motto 


Nec pluribus impar, he may at length, or rather his ſucceſſor, and the monarct 3 
itſeif, before the year 1794, be forced to acknowledge, that in ref pect to meigh- 
pouring potentates he is fingulis impar; but as to the expiration of this vial, I 
fear it will not be before the end of the year 1 794. What a fingular agreement 
| between prefent circumfſtances-and this good man 5 calculation 
If by this vial's being poured out on the ſun we are to underftand a drought, 
then add may refer to the ſun, but if it be an emblem of much rain, or of the 
' wrath which is to be poured out on deſpotiſm, then F think, with Dr. Goodwin, 
that it refers to the angel, who, by the pouring out of this vial, is to afflict ty- 
rants and their — with at calamities. 
| nable 


\ 
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nable oppreſſions, and thus a way be prepared for the return of 
the Jews to their own land, previous to their een to 
Chriſtianity. But the beaſt does not yet expire. 

Ver. 14. And I ſaw three unclean ſpirits like frogs come - out 
of the mouth of the * dragon, and out of the mouth of the beat, 
and out of the mouth of the fa prophet ; for they are the ſpirits 


of devils working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 


earth, and of the whale world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty, Great efforts will be made to en- 


gage all the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, in 
ſupport of the old antichriſtian ſyſtem, againſt every attempt 


which will be made for its deſtruction. But all theſe efforts 
will be in vain—the wrath of man ſhall praiſe God. It is his 
battle, and he will overthrow his enemies, and be enemies of 


| mankind, with all their hoſts. 


Ver. 15. Behold I come ara thuf! Bleſſed is he that watch- 
eth. This will take place at a time when men in general will 
have no expeQation of it, but will ſay in their heart, 


| + «© Where is the promiſe of his coming? For fince the fa- 


> 4M "Pom comparing this paſſage with chap. xii. I am induced to ) ſuppoſe, that 
= the dragon here the emperor of Germany, the more immediate ſucceſſor of 


the Roman emperors, is intended; by the beaſt, the Pope and his clergy, and 
by the falſe prophet, (as Biſhop Newton and Dr, Doddridge underſtand it) the 
ſecond beaſt in chap, xiii. 11. (i. e. the French moparchy.) This will evidently 
appear to every impartial perſon, to be the ſecond beaft, if we compare this 
place with chapters xiii. 13, 14. and xix. 20. He is thus called becauſe like the 
talſe prophets of old he engages himſelf in ſupport of tyranny and idolatry. 
The word Nada the root of Nabia, a prophet, fignifies in general to declare the 
mind of another. Thus Aaron (Ex. vil. 1.) is ſtyled Moſes's prophet. And with 


equal propriety might Lu XIV, or the race of the Cipers, be ſtyled the falſe 


prophet of the Pope. Theſe tyrannic powers are to exert themſelves to engage 
all the kings of the earth, in ſupport of the falling papacy and N de ſ- 
potiſm. 

They are the ſpirits of devils working miracles. No « one 1 theſe to be true 
miracles. This figurative language is uſed to ſet forth thoſe violences, impoſ- 
tures, lies, and frauds, with which they are to deceire or 3 ow and Rs 


bring them into their deſtructive meaſures, 


. 


2 Pet. iii, 4. 


— 
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thers fell aſleep, all things continue as they rere from the be. 
ginning.” They will calculate events on common princi. 
ples, and deceive themſelves into ruin. Bleſſed is he that 
watcheth. { 
Ver. 16. And he gathered them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon, or the mountain of Megiddo, thus 
- called becauſe it ſhall be a place more remarkable for ſlaughter 
than Megiddo ever was. Judges v. 19, 2 Kings ix. 27. and 
Zech. xii. 11. May our country, in that day, whether it be 
near or afar off, if not engaged on the fide of the King of 
kings, be far from the mountain of ſlaughter ! In this coun- | 
try, above moſt others, the civil and religious rights of mankind | 
have been protected. Let us hope, therefore; that when the 
Judge of all the earth ſhall make inquiſition for blood, that we 


ſhall find mercy ; or if, with the reſt of the nations who are to : 
de purified by affliction, we muſt ſhare in the cup of trembling, 5 
here is ground for confidence in prayer, that merey may be a 


mixed with judgment ; for the judgmeat of God will be a judg- 5 
ment of proportion. Where there has been moſt oppreſſion, e 


where fin has been moſt triumphant, and eſpecially where there ir 
has been moſt perſecution of conſcience, there will the heavieſt h 
woes fall. Let us therefore repent and ſeek God; this is at all ty 
ſeaſons neceſſary, but an additional motive enforces it, when cc 
the ſigns of the times ſuggeſt ſome very ſignal eriſis to be at hi 
hand. For whether men will ſee it or not, all things do not th 
continue as they were from the beginning. + © For the op- Ci; 
preſſion of the poor, for the ighing of the needy, now will [ 60 
ariſe, ſaith the Lord. m. 
It is but to read a few of thoſe prophecies which bark of ſa 
the wars and judgments of the latter times of the world, to m 
conceive the moſt tremendous idea of the carnage which will M th 
be made of mankind, and of the fury of the vengeance then m 
to be poured out. When the prophets deſcribe theſe jude- m 

ments, it is generally, though not always, under the names of W a 

| i 


+ Pf. zii. 5. 
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thoſe nations which bordered upon Pale eftine, and which were 
the moſt inveterate and dangerous enemies of Iſrael, ſuch as 
ria, Egypt, Moab, Edom, and others. This muſt be con- 

cluded, as Lowth, Mede, and others of our moſt able commen- 


tators argue, becauſe thoſe judgments which they denounce 


are often ſpoken of as decifive ſtrokes, that ſhould thoroughly 


 vindicate the cauſe of opprefſed truth and innocence, and put a 
final period to idolatry, and to all the miſeries and oppreſſions 


of God's people. They are often repreſented as the immediate 
preludes of the reſtoration of Iſrael, and the ſeaſon of univer- 
{al peace. | 

Io times yet to come are ſuch prophecies as theſe to be re- 
ferred. Iſa. xiv. 24. The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, ſurely 
as I have thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs, that I will break the 
Aſſyrian in my land; then ſhall his yoke depart from off thee. 


This is the purpoſe that is purpoſed upon the whole earth, 


and this is the hand that is ſtretehed out upon all nations.“ 
Chap. xxvi. 20. Come, my people, enter into thy 
chambers, hide thyſelf, as it were, for a little moment, until the 
indignation be overpaſt. For behold the Lord cometh out of 
bis place, to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniqui- 
ty. The earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall no more 
cover her ſlain. In that day (chap. xxvii. 1.) the Lord with _ 
his ſore, and great, and. ſtrong ſword, ſhall puniſh leviathan, 


the piercing ſerpent, even leviathan that crooked ſerpent, and he 
hall ſlay the dragon that is in the ſea.” Chap. Ixiii. 1—6. 

% Who is this that cometh from Edom, with died gar- 
ments from Bozrah ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to 


fave. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadeth in the wine-fat I have trodden 


the wine-preſs alone, and of the people there was none with 


me, for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in 
my fury, and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, 


and I will ſtain all my raiment. For the day of vegan is 
in 15 heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.“ The 


| prophet 
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. Feel, alſo, propheſying of theſe calamities, ſays, (ehap. 


78 .) © Behold, in thoſe days, and in that time, (when God will 

ſhew wonders in the heavens, and in the earth, chap. ii. 30.) 
[namely, the political heavens and earth, ſtates and kingdoms] 
when I ſhall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jeruſalem, 
Iwill alſo gather all nations, and will bring them down into 


the valley of Jchoſhaphat, (which may mean any place where 
the Lord will execute judgment, for ſo the word Feboſhaphat fig- 


nifies in the original, and by valley may be intended ſome low 
country, called in the 14th verſe the valley of deciſion,) and will 
plead with them there for my people.” Ver. g. © Proclaim ye 


this among the Gentiles, prepare war,. wake up the mighty men, 


let all the men of war draw near, let them come up. Beat 
your plow-ſhares into ſwords, and your pruning-hooks into 
ſpears: let the weak ſay, J am ftrong. Aſſemble yourſelves 
and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourſelves together round 
about: thither cauſe thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord. 
(Thy mighty angels, ſays Lowth, to diſcomfit thine enemies.) 


- Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Je- 


hoſhaphat, for there will I fit to judge all the heathen round 


about. Put ye in the fickle, for the harveſt is ripe ; come, get 


ye down, for the preſs is full, the fats overflow, for their wick- 
edneſs is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of deci- 
In Zech. xiii. 9—9. there ſeems to be a prediction of the 


* 


ſame times. All are agreed that the 7welfth and fourteenth 
chapters refer to the reſtoration, converſion, &c. of the Jews; 


nor is there but one objection, that is at all plauſible, to the 
whole of this 2h:rteenth being applied to the ſame times. Part 
ol verſe 7, at leaſt the ſenſe of it, is applicd (Matth. xxvi. 31.) 
to the ſcattering of Chriſt's diſciples at his death, I will ſmite 
ie Shepherd, and the ſheep of the flock ſhall be ſcattered abroad. 
But this appears to have been only an accommodation of this 
paſſage, or of the ſenſe of this and of other paſſages, a uſual prac- 
tice with the New Teftament writers. [Sce Matth. ii. 15—17: 

| £ | xili. 
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xiii. 35. John xv. 25.] Or our Lord might ſpeak thus in con- 
formity to a common- place maxim, *©* Smite the ſhepherd, cut 
off the leader, and his followers will diſperſe.” The thread 
of the prophecy ſeems to require a different interpretation than 
what has been uſually given to this paſſage. Unity of defign 
ſhould always be attended to in the ſtudy of the prophetic wri- 
tings, as well as of other compoſitions ; nor ſhould we ſuppoſe 
ſo violent a break in the diſcourſe of a prophet, as ſome ſuppoſe 
here, unleſs we ſhould be involved in an evident contradiction 

without it. 5 

In chap. xi. is predicted the li of the Meſſiah by the 

Jews, and their puniſhment and diſperſion on this account. In 
chap. xii. we have their return and converfion. In the begin- 
ning of the xiiith the pardoning grace which ſhall be extended 
to them. Then follows the deſtruction of idolatry, and the 
contempt under which the antichriſtian clergy, who have the 
mark of the beaſt in their hands, (Rev. xiv. 9.) and who have 
worn garments to deceive the ſimple, ſhall fall, and the ſhifts 


to which they ſhall be reduced to Fn the vengeance of man- 
kind. 


Verſe the ſeventh f is a call to the ſword of juſtiog to nul | 


againſt the man of fin, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 


all that is called God, or that is worſhipped, ſo that he, as God, 
ftteth in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 4. He calls himſelf the vicar of Chriſt, and God's 
vicegerent upon earth, arrogating to himſelf the attributes and _ 
prerogatives of Deity, and is here therefore ironieally called 
God's fellow, Againſt him is God's ſword to awake, and 
the prieſthood, and all thoſe orders which have been his ſup- 
porters, are to be ſcattered. And in all the land two parts there- 


in ſhall be cut off and die, but the third ſpall be. left therein. 


Great is to be the deſtruction, and great the trials of thoſe who : 
are not deſtroyed... But being brought to repentance, then is to 
be fulfilled that promiſe which is peculiarly appropriated to the 


later was 8. Ver. 9. They 1 call en my name, and I will hear 
| them ; $54 
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them ; 1 ow 7 i It is my nos ; and they foul Jay, The Lerdi is 


my God. 
The 3 chapter more » We deſeribes the deſtruction 


of God's enemies, and the happy days which are to follow, 
when, (ver. 21.) There ſhall be. no more the Canaanite in the 
houſe of the Lord of hoſts. Or, as the Chaldee and Vulgate 
tranſlate the words, . There ſhall be no more any merchant in 
the houſe (the church) of the Lord of hoſts.” The Chriſtian 
church ſhall no longer be made a market, where worldlings 
convert religion into a trade, and enrich and exalt themſclves 
at the expence of the liberties and fouls of mankind. 
Ver. 17. And the ſeventh angel poured his vial into the air, and 
| there” came a great voice out of the temple of heaven from the 
throne, ſaying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunder- 
ings, and lightnings, and there was a great earthquake, ſuch as 
| was not ſince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake 
and ſo great, And the great city was divided into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell, and great Babylon came in remem- 
brance before God, to give unto. her the cup of the wine of the 
ferceneſs of his wrath, and every iſland fied away, and the moun- 
tains were not found, &c, There ſhall be unexampled convul- 
ſions of nations. And perhaps this vial may intend alſo, that 
God, in his providence, will cauſe the ſtate of the air to be ſuch 
that nature ſhall be thrown into terrible commotions, plagues 
ſhall be gendered, and famines occaſtoned, that thus blind and 
| obdurate men, who would not ſee his judgments in war, may 
| behold his hand in thoſe more conſpicuous tokens of his wrath 
which will affect the rich as well as the poor, and may be brought 
to repentance ; and that the kingdom of ſatan, who is called the 
prinee of the power of the air, ſhall now fall. 7 
Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and abominations 
of the earth, the ſource of oppreſſions and all tyrannies, falls; 
and not only the mother, but all her ehildren, all the cities of 
the nations, all the tvrannic polities which have deſpiſed and 
eppreſſed the ſervants, of God, and all mankind, and no place 
| | is 
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is | Fond for them. The beaſt and the falſe prophet are taken + 
and caſt into a lake of fire, i. e. exemplary juſtice is inf ĩcted on 
them, and now that cexconomy of righteouſneſs and peace 

7 cate Which 
| Rev. xix. 20. 


But 3 ſome inquilitive mind may ſay, The beaſt of "ROE ſpiritual 


tyranny, and the falſe prophet, the beaſt of France, his great ſupporter, are 


taken, and exemplary juſtice is inflicted on them for their ahominations, but the, 
dragon, civil tyranny, is not taken with them. No; he aroſe firſt, and he will 


continue longeſt. But his career is ſhort. Chap, xx. Ard I ſaw an angel come 


down from heaven, having the key of the bottomleſs pit. And he laid hold on the dragon, 


tat old ſerpene, which is the devil and ſatan, and bound him a thouſand years, And caſt 
' him int the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upan him, that he ſhould de- 
ceive the nations no more till the thouſand years ſhould be fulfilled: and after that he muſt 
be logſed a little ſeaſon, Now commences the firſt feſurrection as predicted by 
Ezekiel (ch. xxxvii.) Now the Jews, and others with them, will find that mercy 
which will be as life from the dead. (Rom. xi. 15.) And as Elias lived in John 


the Baptift, ſo ſhall the former confeſſors and martyrs live in tle Chriſtians of this 


generation. And they ſhall fit upon thrones of judgment, ard at ſo much under 


the influence of goſpel principles, and eftabliſh ſuch ſyſtems of juſtice and righ- 


teouſneſs, that tyranny, which has bound ſo many, ſhall itſelf be bound, and be 


caſt into the bottomleſs pit. Now liberty and peace, righteouſneſs and joy, will 
reign undiſturbed, for what is here termed a thouſand years ; after which the dra · 
gon is to be looſed for a little ſeaſon, 

The events here predicted are evidently the ſame with thoſe foretold in Ezek. 
xxxvii. xxxviii. and xxxix. and in Zech. xiv. What length of time then are we 
to underſtand by theſe thouſand Ie I ſuppoſe that ail which is here ſaid is 
figuratis e, and that the years are not what we generally underſtand by this term. 
I am inclined to judge thus for two reaſons. Not only from a compariſon of the 
diſſerent prophecies concerning the return of the Jews, the after perſecutions of 


Gog and Magog, &c. which do not ſeem to aliow of ſo lenga term as a thou- 


ſand years between the ſhutting up of the dragon and his loofing, but alſo from 
the general prophetic uſe of ſuch terms, Days, weeks, Sc. in the prophecies 


are generally uſed in a myſtical ſenſe, and for the obvious reaſon which has been 


mentioned. I ſuppoſe therefore, that by this thouſand years, a thouſand weeks 
or months are intended. Time only can aſcertain this; but I think that the 
other prophecies reſtrain this period to 2 thouſand weeks, or a little more than 
nireteen years. The proper and uſual meaning of tro is à year, but propheti- 
cally it may, perhaps, ſtand for any change or revolution of time. John was 2 
Jew, let us therefore examine the Hebrew word for a year, and hear what 


Buxtorf ſays, ug Annus, 43 tecrations diczas, guod jole ad punctum, unde digreds 


ceperat, redeun:e, iterctur, wa it + fea per vet igia 8 v:luatur & redea;, Now 


| ſecing 
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| which Jeſus the Prince of Peace hath in charge, from his Fa. 
ther, to beſtow on men, ſhall be eſtabliſhed on immoveable 


foundations, till the conſummation of all things; for not only 


human tyrannies ſhall periſh, but the witneſſes for the pure reli- 


gion of Jeſus ſhall be ſo increaſed and quickened by an energy 
from above, and ſuch an influence from God attend his goſpel, 


while all nature ſhall conſpire to prepare men for repentance,. 


that ſatan's empire ſhall be overturned, the earth be filled with 


the knowledge of the Lord, and they ſhall learn war no more. 


Eves SO COME LoRD IESsVUs! 


3 that dnt: year in Hebrew means a repetition, or a revolving round and 

returning by the ſame ſte ps, this is as applicable to a week as a year. 
Thus it appears probable from the prophecies, that after the bloody dragon, 

civil tyranny, whoſe horrid character no objects in viſible nature are ſufficiently 


vile to repreſent ; after this crafty ſerpent, which is the devil and ſatan, has 


been confined for about nineteen years, he will again get out of his priſon, and 


make a deſperate effort againſt the kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace, and joy; 
but he who, by his providential judgments, caſt the beaft and the falſe prophet 


into the lake of fire, will manifeſt himſelf in fil! more conſpicuous judgments, 


and caft this dragon into the ſame place of torment, and thus put an everlaſting. 


end to all tyranny, ecc/ft2fticat and civil. Now a proſpect opens, which tranſ- 
ports the heart, and figures are uſed e eee the ſublimity and felicity 
of the ſcenes which follow. Let the wiſe- and pious anticipate by hope theſs 
happy days! We look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 


righteouſneſs! !! 


[ 3p 3 


: THIRD INQUIRY. 


: Ws are now come to the third Inquiry, Will all the num 
bers of Daniel and John, which refer to the Hate of things that 
we are looking for, agree with the of as time? Let us exa- 
mine. ; 
-- "Wo diſcuſſing the 8 of Danie!, I ſhall not take up | 
much time in examining queſtions, and in endeavouring to 
ſolve difficulties which might be ſtarted, nor in inquiring whe- 
ther any of theſe numbers terminated in Antischus Epiphanes. 
1 think, and I have very reſpectable authorities on my fide, that 
they refer to the overthrow of the papal apoſtacy, and all thoſe 


- ſyſtems of tyranny which have been ſo much at enmity with _ 


che kingdom of Chriſt, to the purification of the Gentile 
church, and to the reſtoration and converſion of the Jews. To 
ſave time, and to ſpare the reader's patience, I ſhall take ſome © 
things for granted, which may be ſeen argued at length in more 
voluminous writings. _ 

In the firſt place, let us conſider Danict's viſion i in chap. viii. 
It opens with the appearance of a ram, (ver. 4.) having two 
horns, puſhing weſtward, and northward, and ſouthward. T his 
the angel interprets (ver. 20.) to be the kings of Media and 
perſia. The next object in the viſion is an he-geat, (ver. 5) 


which came from the weſt, with a notable horn between his 


eyes. This, the angel ſays, (ver. 21.) is the king of Grecia, 
the Grecian empire; and the great horn between his eyes, the 
firſt king, or kingdom, under- Alexander, his brother, and two 
ſons, This horn was broken, (ver. 8.) and after it came up 
four others; the four empires which ſprung up out of the con- 
queſts of Alexander. And out of one of them came a little horn, 
ver. 9.) which waxed exceeding great, tetvard the ſouth, and to- 
ward the caſt, and toward the pleaſant land, and by him the place of 5 
the 8885 facrifice was taken 2. and the Mock of his ſanctuary 
8 K 2 | was 
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was caſt down, &c. Ver. 13. Then I heard one "faint ſpeaking, 
and another ſaint ſaid unto that certain ſaint which ſpake, How ling 
ſhall. be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſgreſ- 
fron of deſelation, to give bath the ſanctuary and the hoſt to be 


trodden under foot ? And he ſaid unto me, Unto tue thouſand 


and three hundred days, then ſhall the ſanctuary be cleanſed. 
It ſeems natural to reckon theſe 2300 days (or years) either 
from the firſt part of the viſion, the puſhing of the ram, or the 


latter end, the violences of the little horn, or from the time 
when Daniel ſaw the viſion.“ If we calculate from the time 


when Daniel ſaw the viſion, the termination of the 2300 years 
is paſt forty or fifty years; and the ſanctuary is not cleanſed, 
If from the latter part of the vition, (as underſtood of Antio- 
chus) it will carry us to about the year A. D. 2130, which ap- 
pears too far; for ſuppoſing the 1260 years power of the beaſt, 
predicted in the Apocalypſe, were to be calculated from the 
time when the Pope became a temporal prince from the exar- 
chate of Ravenna being given to him by Pepin, A. D. 755, or 
by Charlemagne A. D. 774, (ſome thinking that he was not a 
perfect beaſt till then) this would fall ſhort of Daniel's number 
by more than a hundred years; but ſceing that the power, ido- 
latry, corruptions, and uſurpations of the papacy were ſuch, at 


leaſt in the ſixth century, as appear ſufficient to denominate 


it a beaſt, and it is certain, that he began to riſe much earlier; 
the moſt probable time for the fixing the commencement of 
Daniel's 2300 years, and that which will altogether agree beſt 


dS © Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol, concludes from verſe 13 , that theſe days 
are to be calculated. from the beginning of the viſien. As the queſtion was 
asked, ſays he, not how long the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away, and the 
tranſgreſſion of deſolation continue, but alſo, how long the viſion ſhall laſt; ſo 
the anſ wer is to be underſtood, and theſe two thoufand and three hundred days 
denote the. whole time from the beginning of the viſion to the cleanſing of the 
ſanQuary.” Diſſert. on the Proph. vol. 1. p. 331. Dr. Lowth, in his comment 
on this paſſage, ſays, The words may be rendered more agreeably to the 
wn Eh thus: For how long a tine ſhall the vifien la. the daily Hs be tak 
away, ard the tranſere/izn of deſolation continue. | 
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with the other numbers of Daniel, and the predictions in the 
Apocalypſe, is the beginning of the viſion, the puſhing of the 
ram, by which is intended ſome diſtinguiſhed exertions of the 

Perſian empire for conqueſts. And'to what period of that em- 
pire does this ſo well agree as to the times of Xerxes, and that 
partifular puſh which he made when he invaded + Greece with 
an army of 2,641,610 fighting men, reckoning 517,610 on 
board his fleet, which conſiſted of 1,207 ſhips of the line of 
battle, 3, ooo gallies, tranſports, victuallers, &c. beſide the 220 
ſhips which the nations on this fide the Helleſpont added, on 


board of which were 24,000 men? Of his land forces, 80, ooo 
were horſe. And beſides this multitude, -as many more are 


reckoned to have followed the camp, ſervants, eunuchs, &c. ſo 
that the whole number of people engaged in this expedition was 
at leaſt 5,000,000. What a puſh was this for conqueſt! And 


| (though he had been puſhing for three or four years before, yet) 


nothing elſe forbidding it, what period could be, more proper for 
the angel to begin his reckoning from ? He paſſed the Helleſ- 
pont B. C. 480: four years before this he puſhed at Egypt and 
reduced it; the next year he prepared for this invaſion; the 


following he entered into a league with the Carthaginians againſt 

the Greeks, and in the year 481 B. C. marches as far as Sardis, 

on his way towards Greece, where he winters, and in the ſpring 
paſſes the Helleſpont. 


Suppoſe we fix the year 481 B. C. for the commencement of 


Daniel's 2,300 years (allowing our chronology to be correct) 


this carries us to the year of Chriſt 1819, when the ſanctuary 
and hoſt are no longer to be trodden under foot, i. e. the land of 


Paleſtine is no longer to be in the poſſeſſion of the enemies of 


the Jews, but they are to be reſtored, and the church freed rom 


antichriſtian abominations. 


But it may be objected, that as the Jewiſh 1 year conſiſted but 


: of 360 days, Sag days and a quarter ſhort of our ſolar year, 


Y Priteaux's Con. Part I. Book 4. p. 233. 8 
this 
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this will * a difference of thirty. one years ſhort. To which 
I anſwer, A ſingle Jewiſh year conſiſted but of 360 days, and 


when we conſider three or four years only, this mode of reckon- 
ing may be admitted, but, as we have leap.years to regulate our 


meaſurement of time, ſo had the Jews. When it was neceſſaty 


they intercalated their month Adar: ſometimes even a whole 
month, and this they were obliged to do to make their feaſts of 


the Paſſever, Pentecoſt, and ſabernaclet, happen at their proper 
ſeaſons. The Targum of Chron. xii. 32. ſays of the children 


of Iſaachar, that They were ſkilful in the knowledge of 
times, and wiſe to fix the beginning of the years; dextrous at 


ſetting the new moons, and fixing their feaſts at their ſeaſons.” 2 
Hence it follows, that though the Jewiſh ordinary year is to be 
attended to when but a few years are under conſideration, yet, 


in a long ſucceſſion of time, they are not to be noticed, for by | 


interealations they amount to the ſame with ſolar years. 
In Pan. xii. we have three different numbers. 


chithed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he 
held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and ſware 


by him that liveth for ever, that it ſhall be for a time, fimes, and 


an half time. Three years and a half, or forty-two months of 
Years, viz. 1260. And when be ſhall have accompliſhed to 
ſeatter the power of the holy peaple, all theſe things ſhall be finiſh- 
ed. Again, ver. 11. 


Ver. 


up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety days. 


12. Bleſſed is he that waiteth and cometh to the thouſand and three 


hundred and five and thirty days. As the firſt numiber agrecs 


with the predictions in the revelation of John, reſpecting the 


continuance of the power and profperity of the antichriſtian 
beaſt: and as the numbers appear to contradict each other if 
they are confined to the tyranny of Antiochus, (though he 
might be pointed at as the type of Antichriſt) I conſider them 
as harmonizing with the New Teſtament predictions. Accord- 


Mg 


(The firſt © 
agrees with that in chap. vii. 25.) Ver. 7. I heard the ö 


And from the time that the daily ſacrifice 
ſhall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate ſet 
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ing to Rev. xi. 2. the holy city is to be trodden under foot of the 
Gentiles forty and two months ; and in ver. 3. the two witnefles 

are to propheſy twelve hundred and ſixty days clothed in ſack- 
cloth. Chap. xii. 7. we have the ſame number, and in ver. 14. 
' we learn that the woman was to be Waurif ed in the wilderneſs. 
for a time, and times, and half a time. Chap. xiii. 5. power is 
given unto the beaſt (the firſt beaſt remember, not the ſecond) 
to continue or practiſe forty and two months. The — time, 8 
1260 years, is intended by all theſe numbers.“ 
But how can we reconcile thoſe three different ad af : 
Daniel with the ſeven (two in Daniel and five in the Apocalypſe) 
which agree ? 
In the firſt place, let it be allowed, that the convulſions which | 
are to bring about the predicted final overthrow of Antichriſt, _ 
began with the revolution in F ranee in 1789, and then reckon 
mus. | 
Daniel's time, times, an half a time (1260 years) begin and 
end with the five numbers in the Apocalypſe, and as they are 
1260 years, and ſuppoſed to end at the French revolution, they 
muſt begin A. D. 529, and end in 1789. Daniel's 2300 years 
begin 48 1 years before Chriſt, and end in 1819, when ſome 
other great event, or events, will take place. The beaſt and the 
falſe prophet (Rev. xix. 20.) i. e. the papacy and the French ty- 
ranny, having previouſly been brought to an end, then, perhaps, 
the dragon, civil deſpotiſm, will be bound (Rev. xx. 2.) and the 
ſews, the dry bones in the valley of viſion, (Ezek. xxxvii.) be 
niſed to political life, ard reſtored to their own land. —Daniel's 
1290 years begin with his time, times, and half a time, and with 
tie former five numbers of John in the Apocalypſe, i. e. at the 
ommencement of the reign of the beaſt, A. D. 529, and end 


* Here let me again remind the reader, that in the ſtyle of the prophets, a 
is a gear, a month thirty years, and a year 360 zears, there being ſo many days 
a tte Jewiſh month and year. A time is the ſame as a year; (Dan. iv. 16. ) 
inet, rwo years, and the diu ding F time, ha! If a yours which put 8 amount 
1200 prophetic ys or ye ars. 


| with 
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with the former number, (2300) in 18 19, and which they mutt, 
for they are to accompliſh the ſame event, as may be ſeen by 


comparing Dan. viii. 13. with chap. xii. 11. This agreement 


. deſerves particular attention. His 1335 years (the end of 


- which, according to him, will eminently be a bleſſed time) begin 


attack on the beaſt commences in 1789. Thirty years are em- 


4 


number of 1335) about the year 1864, on the converſion of ; 
the Jews; and of thoſe heathen nations not before e to N 


I have put this year down by accident, as the meaſurement back 


2 ſtate of maturity (for this myſtery of iniquity was forming in 


in the ſame year of Chriſt 529, and terminate in 1864, when 
perhaps the Jews are to be converted by that remarkable ap. 


pearance of the Lord in their favor, which is predicted in Ezek. 


xxxvili. and xxxix. and in Zech. xii. and xiv. Thus the final 


ployed in the overthrow of the papacy, the Turks, and other 
tyrannies :. a ſeaſon, it is likely, of great calamities, but eſpe- 
cially to the enemies of Chriſt's kingdom. The next Forty- fre 
years, to 1864, to which time Daniel's 1335 years extend, may 
be ſpent in gathering the Jews, (who, according to Jer. xvi. 16, 
will be unwilling to return to their own land) and in. purifying 
them by thoſe trials which, according to the f prophets, are to 
take place on their firſt return ; as well as in purifying, and in 


bringing to an end all the ſes and parties of the Gentile Chriſ- 4 
tians ; and which may be effected by that greater light which is : 
to ſhine upon the Chriſtian church in the latter days, previous ; 
to that greater glory and ſuperior ſtate of felicity which is to M 

in 


commence perhaps, (as we have conjectured from Daniel's 


Chriſt. 
But, perhaps it may be aſked, What arguments are there 


which favor the conjecture of the 5 29th year of Chriſt being 
that from which the power of the beaſt is to be dated ? L own 


from 1789. To demonſtrate, that in this year he came to fuci 


＋ Jer. xxx. 31. 11—16 Ezck. XX. 32—38. xxxv. 24, 25, 31, 33: Zepf. 


fi. —14. Zech. xii. xiii. xiv. 


e 


* 
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the apoſtles days, t and continued to grow for ages] as to conſti- 


tute him a beaſt, is not eſſential to the making good our hypo- 


theſis. But though no man, from the hiſtory of paſt times, 


can determine the exact year from which God dates the king- 


dom of antichriſt, yet there are good reaſons from which a pro- 


bable eonjecture may be formed, that! it was as early as the ſixth 


century. 


I be apoſtle Paul, 8 of that which hindered the pro- 
greſs of this wrcked one, ſays, (2 Theſſ. ii. 6—12.) The myſtery 
of iniquity doth already work; only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way; and then ſhall" that wicked one 

be revealed, &c. Our moſt approved commentators ſuppoſe, that 


by he who letteth, the imperial power is intended, and that we muſt 
not expect to find this wicked one arrived at maturity till the fall 


of the weſtern empire. This took place A, D. 476. Soon after 


this therefore we may expect the eccleſiaſtical tyranny to be ma- 


tured. 


Some of our maſt able cri tics, as Biſhop Newton and Mr, 
Lwwman, are of opinion, that by the wound which the firſt beaſt 
received, chap. xiii. 3. we are to underſtand the blow which 


was given to the majeſty and power of Rome, by ſubjeRing it 
| to the exarchate of Ravenna; and that by its being healed, is 
intended its reſtoration to its former dignity, by this exarchate 


being given to the Pope, by which he became a temporal prince, 


| Now, this wounding took place A. D. 568, and continued 206 


years. If this be well conſidered, it tends much to ſtrengthen 
our argument; for though, when the Pope was made a tem- 
poral prince, at the time of this healing, the world wondered 
more than ever after the beaſt, (Rev. xiii. 3.) yet the papal beaſt 
exiſted before, and this only gave him inercaſing eclat. But far- 
ther to confirm our hypotheſis, conſider the ſtate of ſociety, and 
particularly the ſtate of what was called the chureh, in this ſixth 
century. when N were tyrants, and . werg 


tw u. . 


„5 = _ wicked 


5 
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wicked, ſuperſtitious, and intolerant, beyond any crete age. 
Now, numberleſs laws and regulations were obtruded upon the 
church by human authority, which at once violated the authori- 
ty of Chriſt, defaced Chriſtianity, and robbed Chriſtians of 
their deareſt liberties. And in this very year 529, which we 
are looking for, the Juſtinian code was firſt publiſhed; by which 
thoſe powers, privileges, and immunities were ſecured to the 
clergy ; that union perfected between things civil and eceleſiaſ- 
tical, and thoſe laws impoſed on the church, which have proved 
ſo injurious to Chriſlianity, and ſo calamitous to mankind. 
And which code, through the zeal of the clergy, has been re- 
ceived, more or leſs, as the foundation of the juriſprudence of 
almoſt every ſtate in Chriſtendom ; and that not only in things | 
civil but eccleſiaſtical ; and by this means, as ſome author has 
obſerved, the old fancy of the Romans, about the eternity of 
their command, is thus far verified. - We may add alſo, that 
this fame Fuſtinian, if not in 539, yet as early as 534» declared 1 


the Pope the head of all - churches; all were to be ſubject to 5 
his judgment, but himſelf to be judged by none. * | c 
That this pamphlet, which is already larger than intended, i 


may not be ſwelled into a volume, permit me to refer to Mo- 
ſorim's Eccle. Hift. Cent. VI. and cſpecially part II. Chap. ad, 
za, and 4th. All forts of abſurdities were impoſed, the groſſ- 
eſt ignorance and wickedneſs prevailed among the clergy ; the 
Biſhop of Rome graſped at abſolute authority over conſcience, 
and unlimited ſupremacy over the whole Chriſtian church; 
and though he did not altogether ſucceed in the eaſt, in this 
weſtern part of the world, where the ſcene of John's viſions 


* Mr. Mann, explaining the heads of the Roman beaft, writes, © Quis igitur 
rex ſeptimus erit? Nimicum ipſe papa. Nam ex quo A. D. 534, eum eccle- 
fiarum omnium caput declaravit Juſtinianus, alii omnium judicem, ipſum a nul 
judicandum, tanta rererentia & obſequio ab imp, ipſis cultus eſt, tanta authori 
tate ipſos ſubinde reprehendit, interdum etiam anathemate perculit, ut ron 
minus dicendus ſit regnaſſe in ſpiritualibus, quamvis ſe ſubditum ſemper ſer- 
vumque ſe > orum diceret, quam in temporalibus imperatbres,” &c. See B 22 
8 Ne wihn” Differeation, vol. ii. p. 333. 
| . | | chiefly | 


f 
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chiefly lay, his dominion was acknowledged, and paraſitical pa- 
negyriſts, among other blaſphemous aſſertions, maintained, that 
the Roman Pontiff was conſtituted judge in the place of God, 

which he filled as the vicegerent of the Moſt High; ſo that 
now was fulfilled that prediction of the apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. xi. 3, 


4. As God he fitteth i in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that 


he is Ged. Now, the wicked were taught that remiſſion of fins 
was to be purchaſed by their Iiberalities to the church and its 
miniſters ; now thoſe doctrines which taught men the worſhip 
of ſaints and images, the efficacy of obſerving human rites and 


inftitutions towards the attainment of ſalvation, the power of 


relics, and a thouſand more errors and abſurdities were brought 


to perfection. Now did monkery over-run the world, and 


marriage was forbidden, as unworthy of thoſe who aſpired to 


be ſaints. And in this very year 529 alſo, a new order of 
monks, which in a manner abſorbed all the others eftabliſhed 


in the weſt, was inſtituted by Benedict of Nurfia. In proceſs 
of time, this order having acquired immenſe riches, they ſunk 


into luxury, intemperance, and ſloth ; abandoned themſelves to 
all ſorts of vices ; extended their zeal and attention to worldly | 
affairs; jnfinuated themſelves into the cabinets of princes ; 


took part in political cabals and court factions; made a vaſt 
augmentation of ſuperſtitious rites ; and, among other merito- 
rious enterprizes, laboured moſt ardently to ſwell the arrogance, 


by enlarging the power and authority, of the Roman Pontiff. 


This and the other menaſtic orders, (finks of ignorance, indo- 
lence, and vice!) were the fountains from whence iſſued all ſorts 


of abominations, and the rivers which carried ſuperſtition, op- 
preſſion, and violence, to all parts of the earth. They taught 


princes to tyrannize, and the people to cringe. _ 

Was not the time of the publiſhing of the forementioned 
code of Juſtinian, and of the riſing of this order of monks, a 
period, in the hiſtory of the apoſtacy, in which we may ſup- 
poſe the Almighty, with diſtinguiſhed' propriety, to begin to 
reckon the 1260 years of the beaſt's power, and the treading 

| - 5 do 
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to point out, reſpecting the events of the laſt days; a concur- 
xt firſt f icht, may imagine, but the natural and neceſſary conſe- 


Ty mination of the 1260 years of the prophets, and the point ba 


bie uill conſume the idolatrous and perſecuting man of fin with the 
ſpirit f his mouth, and utterly fire him with the "I 7 


down of the holy city? The conjecture is probable a prior; + 
but, if preſent events, and theſe compared with other events, 
agree to recorhmend this ns 2 the probability i is much | in- 
creaſed. | 
To ſay no more of this concurrence of ſeveral numbers, thus 
iſſuing from different periods, and theſe the moſt intereſting in 
the hiſtory of nations, and of the church, and yet harmonizing 
in their termination ſo conformable to what the prophets ſeem 


rence which is not the effect of labored contrivance, as ſome, 
quence of taking the French Revolution, in 1789, as the ter- 

which to meaſure all their other numbers, is a circumſtance 
which gives great probability to the hypothefis, that the time is 


arrived for the downfal of the antichriſtian tyranny, when God 
will rebuke the nations, and they ſhall learn war no more: f when 


bit Pad 4 | 5 


tu. ern... 


The 2300 years, Dan.“ ZE 
viii. 14. which comprehend g C. 


the length of the viſion from when Xerxes ſet out to invade Greece, with 5, ooo, ooo of followers, and whoſe A.C. | 

a diſtinguiſhed puſhing of | 481 Tet D e bt che nt of 4 renege® 1819 

the Perſians for conqueſt, to wars were prefigured, Dan. viii. 4, 20. by the puſhing of a ram, and end in the year 

the eleanſing of the ſanc- | _ 22 - . - 

tuary, begin in the year | | When the tranſgreſſion of 
* | EE „ . | 55 ſdeſolation ſhall end, Dan. 

I be 1260 years, Dan. vii. 25. xii. 7. | When the code of Juſtinian (the ſtrong-hold| viii. 13.) and the abomi- 
Rev. xi. 2, 3. xii. 6, 14. Xiii. 5. the] ff clerical tytanny) was firſt publiſhed, and| A. C. ation which hath made 
period of the proſperity of the papal beaſt,] A. C. about which time this ſame emperor declared] hen his eſolate the church of 

till the commencement of the decifive| the Biſhop of Rome the judge of all, but him- 1580 [proſperitvy || Chriſt, and the nations of 

attack on his uſurpations, begin in the ſſelf to be judged by no one, and when alſo the 7 9 f 5 ©. oy | e earth, ſhall be brought 
ear RE - | 529 [order of Benedictine monks, the great ſupport| _ FE o a period. (Dan. xii. 11.) 
The 1290 years, Dan. xii. 11. which} pf the papacy, was founded; and end in the] _,| 1 + 
_ comprehend, beſide the 1260 years, 30 year „„ „„ | : 
years more for the conflict with antichriſt,| — | 5 | - „„ = 
- begin in the ſame year - 529 Ry} - „„ —and end in the yearf 1819 

The 1335 years, Dan. xii. 12. which! | i | 6 fg : 8 | 
are to bring to a ſtill more bleſſed period | | 5 . 1985 N ö AC 
begin in the ſame year 3 Bo - — - 55 — and end in the Wear 2864 
The Witneſſes (Rev. xi. 7.) are ſlain by Lewis XIV. when h But who, after being politically When the French Conſti- | 

| ent Aſſembly declared 


repealed the Edict of Nants, and tormented, plundered, ba- A. C. dead three lunar days and a half, A. C. 
niſhed, and murdered, near 2, ooo, ooo of his Proteſtant ſub- 1685 [or about 105 years, b 


jects, in the year - — — | 
Thus the deciſive attack of the Witneſſes, for civil and religious liberty, upon the errors „ ufurpations, and tyrannies 


of the papal beaſt, commences in the year 55 > A 2 5 
To deſtroy the papacy, and other antichriſtian deſpotiſms, at leaſt, ſo far as to make way for the reſtoration of 


the Jews, and to prepare mankind for greater bleſſings than have ever yet been known upon earth, will take hirty 


— 


years, the period for the executing the judgments predicted in Iſa. xxvi. 20, 21. xxvii. 1. Joel ili. 9-15. Zeph. iii. 


8. as alſo for the gathering the vintage and pouring out of the vials, which are to be the means of cleanſing the 
0 ſanctuary - -_ - — LL — FAS rg | 
To gather and try the Jews preparatory to their converſion, to deſtroy the remains of tyranny, and to purify and 
enlarge the Gentile church, will occupy forty-five years more; at the end of which, it is likely, there will be that 
_ glorious appearance of the Lord in favor of his ſervants, promiſed in Ezek. xxxviii. xxxix. and Zech. xii. 8—14. 
| xiv. and, it is probable, in Rev. xx. 9. Now the Jewiſh nation is born at once, (Iſa. Ixvi. 8.) and the diſtant hea- 
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egin to revive 1789 for civil 
in the year oo. berty. 


| 


"thens are to be converted to Chriſtianity. (Iſa. lii. 10o—15. Jer. xvi. 19. Ezek. xxxix. 21.) This is the time 0 
which Daniel ſays, Bled is he that cometh to it, and which is the year = — - 1 
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ay HAT remains, but 3 3 unbiaſſed by a party 
Þirit, ſeriouſly revolve in his mind, the proofs which have been 
adduced, of that tyranny which has ſo long been exerciſed in 
France, to the grievous oppreſſion of the people of that coun- 
try, and to the great injury of ſurrounding nations, being that 
beaſtly power which, according to God's word, was to ſlay the 
vwitneſſes for truth and liberty; and whether the time for their 
riſing from their civil and political death be arrived? The 
conſequences connected with the truth of this fact are unſpeak- 
ably intereiting to every nation in Europe, and even to all the 
world. Are the diſtreſſing calamities which we have heard of, 
chaſtiſing judgments for ſin? Their cry, to all ſurrounding 
nations, is, + Prepare ts meet your Ged. Let every man and 
every nation—REpENT and RETORM. 

God hearkeneth to hear if any man repent him of his . 
edneſs, ſaying, What have I done? (Jer. viii. 6.) Let every 
one, then, break off his fins by righteouſneſs—let the church 
return to its primitive purity, and its firſt love let every go- 
yernment reform its abuſes, and by the praQice of juſtice and 
mercy break every heavy yoke, and make the wilderneſs and 
the ſolitary place glad. Thus might they expect a bleſſing. But 
if men be till incorrigible in fin, if ſyſtems of oppreſſion, perſe- 
cution, and war, be ſtill perſiſted in, if the nations league them- 
ſelves with papal antichriſt, for the purpoſe of ſupporting him in 
his corruptions, robberies, uſurpations, and tyrannies, in vain will 
they truſt in the wiſdom of their counſellors, the multitude f 
their riches, or in the power of their numerous fleets and ar- 
mies. He that ſitteth in the heavens will have them in deri- 
ſion. When they take counſel, he will bring it to nought; 
, when they aſſociate themſel ves, he will break them to pieces. 


+ Amos iv. 12. © 
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paaſſibnate examination, that they may beware of precipitating 


+ 


78 SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
The Fudge flandeth before the door. And without Rx PENTANCE 
and REFORMATION his judgments will ſpeedily come. . 

It is the duty of every member of the community to contri. 
bute what in him lies to the peace and happineſs of his country, 
Who are the beſt friends both of our king and conſtitution ? 
and, who perform the beſt ſervices to their fellow-citizens ? 
They who exert all their power to perpetuate imperfections 
and abuſes, and who flatter where they ought to condemn; or 
thoſe who plead for timely reform, that we may ward off the 
evils inſeparable from revolutions, and who lift up their voice 
againſt the crying crimes of the nation, that men may repent, 
and thus the diſpleaſure of God be averted, and his bleſſing 
continued to future generations? Who promote moſt the gene- 
ral intereſt and happineſs ;—they who labour to blind mankind | 
and pervert their judgments ; or thoſe who invite them to dif. 


_ themſelves into deſtructive meaſures they who, either by riot 

and intemperance, or by miſrepreſentation and calumny inflame 
the paſſions of men, that they may engage them to forward their 
own intereſted views; or thoſe who exhort them to ſerious 
thoughtfulneſs, and a peaceable purſuit 6f thoſe meaſures which 
may prolong the quiet and proſperity of our country? He 
that ſpeaketh truth ee forth hes nefs ; ; but a e * 


neſs deceit. | 
I may have failed in the execution ; but my aim has been to 


ſerve my king and country, and to promote our common happi- 
neſs, by inveſtigating a moſt intereſting ſubject. In doing it, 
I believe that I have performed, though a ſmall, yet an ac- 
ceptable ſervice to God. May it be a uſeful one to my country- 
men! With a heart agitated and overflowing with anxious 
concern, I pray that the war which threatens us, may be avert- 
ed; and that the angry clouds whieh are gathering around may 
4 ſweep by this long favored country, and ſpend their ſtores of 
vengeance _ on the heads of inveterate oppreſſorss. 


FINS. 


